Pete 


a  lesson  in  caring 


By  Paul  N.  Nunnery 
The  phrase  "Children  are  our  most 
valuable  asset”  often  seems  to  be 
mere  lip  service,  or  at  least  limited  to 
an  idealized  type  of  family  —  one  in¬ 
cluding  children  who  adapt  well  in 
school,  follow  all  the  rules,  complete 
the  educational  process,  and  subse¬ 
quently  become  gainfully  employed. 

The  ideal  family,  alarmingly,  is 
steadily  declining  as  a  proportion  of 
our  population.  Children  who  do  not 
fit  neatly  within  the  ideal  incture  face 
increasingly  harsh  treatment  from  a 
number  of  directions. 

It  is  to  this  troubled  world  of 
children  that  the  Baptist  Children’s 
Village  is  called. 


Involved  in  the  lives  and  families  <A 
more  than  600  children  yearly,  the 
Village  has  daily  opportunities  to 
bring  them  dire(!tion,  hope,  and  even 
life.  Less  publicized  is  tte  equal  op¬ 
portunity  for  children  in  its  care  to 
make  lasting  contributions  to  the 
Village’s  capacity  to  serve. 

Such  a  person  was  “Pete.”  The  im¬ 
pact  of  whose  life  represents  a 
timeless  lesson  in  caring  for  the 
Children’s  Village  and  for  everyone  to 
whoA  Village  purposes  are  dear. 

A  flw  years  ago,  the  Village  was 
askea  to  take  custodial  r^pon- 
sibilities  for  a  14-year  old  Mississii^i 
boy  we  shall  caU  “Pete”  Apparently, 
he  had  been  -  abandoned  by  both 


parents  by  age  Tive,  and  reared  by  a 
step-mother,  whose  placement  in  a 
nursing  home  and  financial  problems 
prevented  her  from  continuing 
responsibility  for  Pete. 

He  was  described  as  a  lonely 
youngster  who  did  not  relate  well  to 
his  peers,  of  dull-normal  intelligence, 
and  like  many  Village  young  people, 
had  virtually  no  self-image  or  feeling 
of  worth.  Five  separate  medical  pro¬ 
blems,  each  of  a  serious  and  frighten¬ 
ing  nature,  were  identified  fm*  the 
Village  staff  in  his  social  and  family 
study,  complicated  by  major  dentaT 
problems  which  needed  immediate 
attention. 

Prior  to  going  to  the  Village,  Pete 
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‘‘Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labour 
and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you 
rest”  (Matthew  11:28). 


had.  been  accepted  by  and  quickly 
dismissed  from  several  foster  homes,  ^ 
and  that  ai^lication  for  admission  to 
two  other  group  child  care  agencies 
had  been  rejected.  When  his  applica¬ 
tion  for  admission  to  the  Village  was 
completed,  he  was  living  in  a  crisis  in¬ 
tervention  facililty,  facing  dismissal 
within  two  weeks. 

The  social  caseworker  at  the 
'Village  confirmed  the  physical  and 
emotional  handicaps  facing  Pete.  He 
offered  an  exceptionally  unattractive 
appearance  He  wore  spectacles  with 
tUck  lenses;  he  walked  with  a  halting 
gait,  huge  knots  appeared  at  various 
points  on  the  surface  of  his  skin,  and 
he  was  depressed  and  withdrawn  dur¬ 
ing  interviews.  Village  staffers 
wondered  how  well  Pete  would  relate 
in  the  crowded  conditions  at  the 
Village  and  how  other  children  would 
react  to  his  appearance  and .  de¬ 
meanor.  Moreover,  it  was  evident  that 
Pete  would  require  painful  and  expen¬ 
sive  professional  medical  care  which 
the  Village  could  ill  afford.  Never¬ 
theless,  after  (M^yerful  consideration. 


became  unable  to  walk  without  sup¬ 
port.  A  Jackson  surgeon  immers^ 
himself  in  Pete’s  case,  donating  time 
and  expenses  personally. 

But  the  raiNdly  accelerating  spread 
(rf  tum(HS  in  the  boy’s  body  after  each 
surgical  procedure  helped  the  doctor 
and  caseworker  decide  that  Pete’s  ill¬ 
ness  was,  indeed,  terminal,  and  the 
decision  to  spare  Pete  from  further 
needless  surgery  was  agr^  upon, 
and  Pete  was  told. 

Diuing  each  hospital  confinement, 
staffers  would  stay  constantly  with 
Pete  Once,  his  hou^father  remained 
in  his  hospital  room,  day  and  night,  for 
10  days. 

His  caseworker  brought  Pete  back 
together  with  his  stepmother  for  a 
brief,  ha{^  reimion,  and  a  step-sister 
grew  closer  to  Pete 

At  the  height  of  his  illness,  Pete, 
remembered  by  Village  staff  and 
friends,  enjoyed  what  he  described  as 
“the  best  Christmas  of  my  life” 
Remarkably,  the  boys  in  his  cottage 
suppmled  him  in  a  genuine  Christmas 
celebration  without  resentment  or 


the  Village  accepted  custody  of  Pete,  jealousy. 

Pete  was  a  challenge  to  the  Village  Despite  his  unhappy  background, 
staff  from  his  first  hour  in  residence,  despite  constant  and  almost 
His  dream  to  learn  to  swim  was  fulfill-  unbearable  discomfort,  pain,  and  suf- 
ed  by  the  director  of  recreation;  be  fering,  and  despite  the  bleakness  of 
was  able  to  play  cm  a  limited  basis  this  14-year  old  Ix^’s  future,  he 
with  other  Village  youths,  and  a  became  an  example  of  cheerfulness, 
maintenance  supervisor  aided  his  optimism,  and  stability  for  staffers 
feeling  of  usefulness,  allowing  him  to  and  children  alike  at  the  Village, 
do  light  chores.  And  not  only  his  Slightly  more  than  11  months  after 
houseparents,  and  social  caseworker,  Pete  became  a  member  of  “Mississip- 
but  countless  psychologists,  psycho-  pi’s  Largest  Family,”  and  what  ^ 
therapists,  physicians,  surgeons,  and  called  his  “best  year,”  Pete  died, 
clinical  personnel,  all  performed  a  Hundreds  came  to  call,  dispatched 
team  effort  to  bring  some  measure  of  messages  and  contributed  to  his 
normalcy  to  Pete’s  young  life,  for  the  memorial  fund,  even  as  they  had 
first  time.  prayed  for  Pete  so  earnestly. 

Through  especially  the  house-  The  story  is  one  of  tragedy, 
parents  and  the  casew^er,  dozens  of  However,  thme  who  know  and  under- 
.  Village  friends  came  to  know  Pete,  stand  campus  life  at  the  Village  know 
and  his  sense  of  worthwhileness  was  that  the  attractive  influence  of  thu 
gradually  restored  —  m*  m«e  correct-  unattractive  little  boy  is  not  dead, 
ly  —  instilled.  He  was  given  a  bicycle.  They  know  that  the  bri^tness  and  op- 
which  he  cherished,  and  baseball  timism  of  his  personality  is  still  infec- 
equipment  and  other  mementoes  of  tious  and  has  already  communicated 
the  national  pastime  which  a  beli^ble  message  of  jiope  to  hun- 
represented  almost  a  passion  vnth  dreds  of  other  Village  boys  and  girls, 
him.  Baptists  of  Mississippi,  through 

His  peers  learned  to  accept  and  their  Children’s  Village,  brought  Pete 
respect  him  despite  the  abnormal  direction,  a  new  hope,  and  a  new  life, 
amount  of  attention  he  received.  And  however  abbreviated.  More  impor- 
before  the  extent  of  his  physical  pro-  tantly,  perhaps,  to  the  Village  future, 
blems  was  known,  he  made  a  profes-  and  to  eternity,  is  the  fact  that  Pete  ex- 
sion  of  faith  and  began  to  live  a  life  of  ercised,  forcefully,  his  opportimity  to 
open  allegiance  to  his  Lord.  make  a  lasting  contribution  to  the 

Meanwhile,  Pete’s  physical  condi-  Village’s  capacity  to  serve,  by  retor¬ 
tion  steadily  deteriorated  at  an  alarm-  ning  an  equal  measure  of  love,  the  in- 
ing  rate  amid  grievous  pain  and  suf-  delible  inifluence  of  his  life,  and  by 
fering.  Following  consultation  by  teaching  the  staff  and  children  the 
more  than  a  half  dozen  physicians,  he  most  effective  lesson  in  caring  to 
underwent  surgery  on  four  occasions,  which  we  have  ever  been  exposed, 
including  chemotherapy  followup.  He  Paul  Nunnery  is  executive  director, 
lost  all  of  his  hair  and  frequently  Baptist  Children’s  Village. 


Line  Creek  Church 

Lina  Craak  Church  in  Scott  Association  is  shown  from  intarstata  20.  It  sits  balwam  1-20  and  Highway  80  almost  on  tha  line 
between  Scott  County  and  Rankin  County.  Jamas  CharKfiar  is  pastor.  Tha  Baptist  Record  plans  to  take  pictures  of  attractiva 
church  ssttirtgs  from  time  to  time  and  publish  them  in  this  fashion.  (Photo  by  Don  McGregor) 
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Cooperative  Program  concepts 


A  central  issue,  if  not  the  main  Cooperative  ‘Program  giving  begins  money  any  way  they  want  ta  lb  try 
issue,  in  the  struggle  going  on  among  with  the  individual.  He  makes  his  to  designate  in  some  way  that  would 
Southern  Baptists  at  this  time  is  the  donation  to  his  church  in  whatever  allow  a  church  to  be  considered  as 
concept  of  the  Cooperative  Program,  amount  he  decides.  In  business  contributing  to  the  Cooperative  Pro- 
The  term  “negative  designation  ”  then,  the  church  decides  how  gram  and  still  leave  out  one  or  more 

which  means  the  ability  to  leave  out  of  the  total  that  has  come  from  agencies  is  to  fly  in  the  face  of  what 

of  Cooperative  Program  funds  com-  of  its  members  it  is^oing  to  send  the  messengers  determine  at  the  con¬ 
ing  from  a  church  any  Southern  Bap-  on  beyond  its  walls  to  be  used  in  mis-  vention.  So  if  a  church  wants  to 
tist  or  state  agency  which  the  church  sions  work  in  its  own  state  and  around  change  its  giv^  but  also  wants  to  re- 
would  decide  it  didn’t  want  to  support,  ^  The  state  convention  is  the  main  supporUve  of  the  CooperaUve 
has  come  into  play  a  great  deal  in  re-  **  business  session  Program,  then  its  choice  is  to  work  to 

cent  weeks  It  has  become  a  sort  of  bodies  across  the  nation  deter-  have  concepts  changed  at  the  conven- 

political  football  as  one  side  of  the  how  much  to  keep  in  the  state  to  tion.  It  is  a  democratic  operation,  and 

controversy  has  said  if  the  fund  the  work  there  and  how  much  is  such  surely  is  possible 
Cooperative  Program  is  to  be  sup-  h)  be  sent  on  for  Southern  Baptist  As  we  approach  Cooperative  Pro- 
port^,  the  ability  for  “negative  causes.  gram  Day.  however,  let’s  examine  this 

designation”  had  to  be  observed  The  ®®‘^h  stage  it  is  the  vote  of  the  concept  that  has  made  Southern  Bap- 
other  side  has  said  that  if  the  practice  People  that  determines  what  is  to  be  tists  the  fine  missions  supportive 
of  “necaUve  desienation  ”  is  o^rved.  At  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven-  denomination  that  it  is. 


Stubble  for  vice-president 

For  the  information  of  oar  readers,  Haywood  N.  StabMe,  a  regular  character 
of  cartoonist  Joe  McKMver,  has  deckkd  to  run  for  vice-president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Couvention.  Fw  the  next  few  weeks  we  wiU  he  presenting 
some  of  the  unfolding  episodes  of  his  campaign.  IVMKeever,  a  syndicated  car¬ 
toonist,  is  pastor  of  Firet  Church,  Coinmbns. 
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Guest  opinion 


By  Barney  Walker,  Sr. 
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Missions  milestones 
focus  of  WMU  session 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Celebrations  of 
historic  missions  milestones  will 
mark  the  1986  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union  national  annual  meeting  June 
8-9  in  the  Georgia  World  Congress 
Center,  in  Atlanta. 

With  the  theme  “What  We  Yet  May 
Be,"  the  meeting  will  focus  on  the 
future  (rf  missions  in  light  of  the  past. 

Various  IQO-year  anniversaries  will 
be  featured,  including  the  centennials 
of  missions  literature,  missions  work 
with  children  and  Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union  itself. 

Whiu,  the  national  missions  educa- 
.tion  organizations  for  women,  girls 
and  preschoolers,  was  founded  in  May 
1888.  Plans  for  upcoming  centennial 
celebrations  will  be  revealed  at  the 
annual  meeting. 

Baptist  children  frpm  Atlanta  will 
perform  a  special  Children’s  Centen¬ 
nial  Pageant  in  a  meeting  session 
designed  to  feature  missions  educa¬ 
tion  for  children. 

An  exhibit  commemorating  the  ses- 
quicentennial  of  work  in  China  by  mis¬ 


sionary  pioneer  J.  Lewis  Shuck  will 
conclude  the  historic  celebrations. 

Dorothy  Sample  of  Flint,  Mich.,  will 
give  her  last  address  as  national 
WMU  president,  and  new  officers  will 
be  elected  during  the  annual  meeting. 
Recording  Secretary  Betty  Gilreath 
also  will  go  out  of  office. 

SBC  Peace  Committee  member 
Christine  Gregory  will  speak  on 
“What  Our  Convention  Yet  May  Be” 
Gregory  is  a  former  national  WMU 
president  and  SBC  vice  president. 

Other  featured  speakers  include 
Paul  Brand,  chief  of  rehabilitation  at 
the  Natiwial  Hansen’s  Disease  (Center 
in  Carville,  La.,  and  David  Barrett, 
missions  researcher 'and  editor  of 
World  (Tiristian  Encyclopedia,  who 
will  discuss  strategies  for  reaching  for 
(Christ  a  rapidly  changing  world  of  the 
future 

Pre-session  music  will  have  an  in¬ 
ternational  flavor  with  performances 
by  flhinese  Laotian  and  Romanian 
choirs.  The  Florida  Baptist  Singing 
Men  and  Women  also  will  perform. 


Mississippians  preach 
Good  News  in  Montana 


By  Roger  S.  Dorsett 


“This  was  one  of  the  most  exciting 
and  rewarding  experiences  of  my 
ministry,”  Cliff  Padgett  of  Laurel 
remarked.  (TiH  was  part  of  the  revival 
team  assigned  to  First  Baptist 
Church,  Poplar,  Montana  for  the  Good 
News  America  Simultaneous  Re¬ 
vivals.  Other  evangelists  reported 
similar  feelings. 

A  total  of  55  Montana  churches  par¬ 
ticipated.  Eighty-one  evangelists, 
singers,  and  others  traveled  to  Mon¬ 
tana  from  Mississippi  to  conduct  the 
meetings.  There  were  approximately 
70  professions  of  faith  and  an 
estimated  total  attendance  of  10,000. 
Many  rededications  were  reported. 

Most  of  our  churches  in  Montana 
continue  to  struggle.  Financial 
assistance  from  the  South  and  the 
Home  Mission  Board  is  absolutely 
essential. 

However,  there  are  signs  of  matur¬ 
ing  growth.  A  new  director  of  missions 
has  been  secured.  Courtis  Ellis  has  just 


recently  been  assigned  to  work  with 
Hi-Line  and  TViangle  Associations. 
(Mississippian  Dub  Hughes  has 
Yellowstone  and  Big  Sky,  and 
Mississippian  Caley  Nichols  has 
Glacier  and  Treasure  State.)  James 
Nelson,  formerly  with  the  Heme  Mis¬ 
sion  Board,  has  recently  been  secured 
to  serve  as  the  director  of  the  Montana 
Baptist  Fellowship. 

"rhe  revival  teams  for  this  project 
were  enlisted  by  the  following  direc¬ 
tors  of  missions;  Maurice  Flowers, 
Jones  County;  Marvin  Cox,  Union 
(bounty;  Walter  Ballard  and  Eugene 
Walden  of  Tishomingo;  Ervin  Brown, 
Northwest;  Don  Wilson,  Monroe;  and 
Roger  S.  Dorsett. 

Plans  are  now  in  the  making  for 
1987  January  Bible  Study  leaders  to  go 
latter  part  of  January  or  first  of 
February.  Those  interested,  should 
contact,  Jackson  County  Baptist 
Association,  769-7101. 

Roger  Dorsett  is  director  of  mis¬ 
sions,  Jackson  County  Association. 


Doctors  will  hear  Myers 


Lewis  Myers,  a  Mississippian  on  the 
staff  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board, 
will  be  guest 
speaker  for  the 
fifth  annual  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist 
Medical-Dental 
Fellowship  meet¬ 
ing.  Myers  is 
director  of  the 
FMB’s  Coopera¬ 
tive  Services,  In- 
Myers  temational,  which 
aims  at  placing  vdunteers  in  coun¬ 
tries  where  no  missionaries  can 
presently  serve. 

The  meeting  takes  place  May  1,  at 
First  Church,  Jackson  with  fdlowriiip 
time  at  6  |xm.,  and  the  supper  meeting 
beginning  at  6:90. 


Dewey  Dunn,  president  of  the  na¬ 
tional  organization,  and  Henry  Love, 
director  (rf  the  national  group,  will  be 
on  [Hogram  as  will  Thomas  Wiley,  a 
Jackson  irii)«ician  and  member  of 
First  Church,  Jackson,  who  will  lead 
the  music. 

The  organization  is  planning  a  short 
term  medical-dental  effort  in  Ihla, 
Hondiavs,  in  May  or  June  Those  in¬ 
terested  in  participating  should  con¬ 
tact  Derry  BaiMy  at  153  E.  Center, 
Canton,  Miss.,  39046,  or  home  859-1187. 

For  reservations  to  the  supper 
meeting,  write  the  Brotherhood 
Department,  Box  530,  Jackson,  Miss., 
39205.  Cost  is  $10  per  person.  A 
nursery  is  availaMe  Students,  interns, 
or  residents  are  also  invited. 


Good  News,  America— God  loves  you 


"There  was  electricity  in  the  air,”  said  orre  member  of  First  April  as  the  church  participated  in  the  simultaneous  revival  ef- 
Church,  Pascagoula,  as  she  walked  from  her  car  to  the  tent,  forts  known  as  Good  News  America.  More  photos  on  page  5 
The  occasion  was  a  tent  revival  in  the  church  parking  lot  in  (Tim  Nicholas  photo) 


Stanley;,  appoints  three 
SBC  parliamentarians 

By  Dan  Martin 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Three  Georgia  and  in  a  recommendation 
parliamentarians,  two  of  them  form«-  from  the  SBC  Executive  Committee 
officers  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con-  that  Bylaw  16,  which  deals  with  the 
vention  and  the  third  a  certified  pro-  nominations  process,  be  changed  to 
fessional  parliamentarian,  have  l^n  /Specifically  allow  one-by-one 


named  for  the  1986  annual  meeting  of 
the  SBC,  scheduled  June  19-12  in 
Atlanta. 

SBC  President  Charles  F.  Stanley, 
pastor  of  Atlanta’s  First  Baptist 
Church,  announced  the  appointments 
April  8,  naming  James  T.  Draper  Jr, 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Euless,  ’Dex., 
and  president  of  the  SBC  1982-84;  John 
Sullivan,  pastor  of  Broadmoor 
(Thurch,  Shreveport,  La.,  aM  SBC  first 
vice  president  1982-84;  and  C.  Barry 
McCarty,  of  Elizabeth  City,  N.C.,  a 
certified  professional  parliamen¬ 
tarian  and  ordained  Cliurch  of  Christ 
minister. 

Although  the  SBC  (Constitution  does 


challenges  from  the  floor,  while  pro¬ 
hibiting  the  introduction  of  an  alter¬ 
nate  slate  of  nominees. 

The  lawsuits  are  pending  and  the 
SBC  Committee  on  (5rder  of  Business 
has  said  the  proposed  changes  in 
Bylaw  16  will  be  among  the  fust  items 
of  business  when  the  SBC  meets  in 
Atlanta.  The  recommendation  will  be 
considered  prior  to  the  nominations  of 
the  (Committee  on  Committees. 

Stanley  said  he  appointed  Draper 
because  “I  feel  be  did  a  fantastic  job 
presiding  at  the  annual  meeting  in  the 
past.”  He  noted  Sullivan  “ran  against 
me”  for  president  oi  the  convention  in 


1984,  and,  as  chairman  of  the  SBC  ECx- 
ecutive  Committee’s  Bylaws  Work¬ 
group  “is  probably  as  knowledgeable 
about  the  constitution  and  bylaws  of 
the  convention  as  anyone  I  know.” 

The  president  said  be  received  a  list 
of  certified  parliamentarians  from 
the  American  Institute  of  Parliamm- 
tarians  and  selected  McCarty  from 
the  list. 

“He  came  to  see  me  in  Atlanta  and 
we  had  a  good  long  talk.  After  discuss¬ 
ing  his  background,  I  was  very  pleas¬ 
ed  and  think  he  will  be  an  asset  to  us,” 
Stanley  said. 

Mc(Carty,  a  farmer  vice  president  of 
the  American  Institute  of  Parliamen¬ 
tarians,  is  a  professor  of  public  speak¬ 
ing  and  debate  at  Roanoike  Bible  (Col¬ 
lege  in  Elizabeth  (City,  N.C.  He  is  a 
(continued  on  page  4) 


Baptist  Mission  Board  names 
42  journeymen  for  27  nations 


not  provide  for  a  parliamentarian, 
{Mevious  presidents  have  appointed 
persons  to  assist  in  determining 
parliamentary  procedure  during  the 
annual  meetings. 

The  issue  of  the  parliamentarian 
became  controversial  in  the 
14.4-million-member  denomination 
during  the  1985  annual  meeting  in 
Dallas,  when  Stanley,  acting  on  the 
advice  of  parliamentarian  Wayne 
Allen,  pastor  of  Briarcliff  (Church, 
Memphis,  ruled  out  of  order  an  effort 
to  amend  the  nominations  of  the  SBC 
(Commitee  on  (Committees. 

The  ruling  has  resulted  in  twin 
lawsuits  in  federal  and  state  courts  in 


RICHMOND,  Vi.  —  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  commissioned  42  new  journey¬ 
men  April  4  for  work  in  27  countries 
during  the  next  two  years.  Two  are 
from  Mississippi. 

The  joumeymen,  college  graduates 
under  27  years  (rfd,  will  help  career 
missionaries  by  working  in  youth 
evangelism,  social  and  agricultural 
ministries  and  teaching  and  business 
positions.  The  Mississippians  are 

U  .  rii  lii- 


Robert  Giannetta,  Cohunbus,  Hong 
Kong,  and  Debi  Smith,  Hattiesburg, 
Argentina. 

The  group  represents  the  23rd  to  be 
conunissioned  by  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Foreign  Mission  Board  since  the 
program  started  in  1965.  They  will 
travel  overseas  in  a  few  wedcs  as  the 
1984  group  completes  service  and 
returns  to  the  United  States. 


Thursday,  April  17.  IW 
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First,  Greenwood  will  host 
di*ama-music  conference 


Court  sidesteps  resolution 
of  ‘equal  access’  dispute 


Curt  Cloninger  is  the  featured  tional  classes  beginning  at  8:30  that 
leader  for  the  1966Church  Drama  and  evening. 

Church  Music  C<Hiference.  Cloninger,  Four  classes  will  be  offered:  How  to 
an  actor  and  Use  Drama  in  Worship  Services, 
author,  will  be  Acting,  Puppetry,  and  Clowning, 
featured  in  a  Hie  cost  for  the  conference  is  $7. 
creative  worship  Elach  participant  will  receive  a  con- 
^  service  on  Friday  tinental  breakfast,  lunch,  and  prac- 
1  night,  April  25.  tical  resources. 

The  worship  ser*  Curt  Cl(minger  has  studied  acting  in 

vice,  “A  Call  to  Texas  and  California.  He  has  acted  in 
Remembrance,*’  dinner  theater,  on  national  television, 
\  will  involve  par-  in  regional  repertory  theater,  and  has 

Cloninger  ticipants  in  an  ex-  performed  a  wide  variety  of  styles, 

perience  with  Christ  through  music,  from  classical  to  musical  com^y. 
prayer,  and  responsive  reading.  Other  leaders  for  the  conference  in- 

First  Church,  Greenwood,  is  the  host  elude  Bruce  Morgan,  Mobile  College; 
church  for  the  meeting,  the  purpose  Betty  Hutson,  Harrisburg  Church, 
of  which  is  to  assist  staff  members,  Tup^o;  and  Buddy  Holland,  First 
drama  leaders,  and  young  people  in  Church,  Natchez, 
planning  drama  for  worship  and  Groups  are  invited  to  perform.  For 
teaching.  more  information,  please  contact 

The  creative  worship  service  will  Robin  D.  Nichols,  Church  Training 
begin  at  7  p.m  Friday  with  instruc-  Department  (968-3800). 


By  Stan  Hastey 


WASHINGTON  (BP)— A  closely-  as  a  whole.  F.  Powell  Jr.  wrote  that  he  too  would 

divided  U.S.  Supreme  Court  ruled  Stevens  held  further  that  Youngman  have  decided  the  case  on  that  basis, 
March  25  that  a  Williamsport,  Pa.,  could  not  bring  a  challenge  tr  the  adding  he  based  his  views  also  on  a 
school  board  member  had  no  legal  district  panel’s  ruling  as  the  pa*  ent  of  1981  Supreme  Court  decision- 
standing  to  challenge  a  federal  a  Williamsport  High  student ’/ecause  Widmar  v.  Vincent— upholding  the 
district  court  decision  which  upheld  nothing  which  was  in  the  re<^  jrd  (rf  the  right  of  student  religious  groups  to 
high  school  students’  right  to  gather  case  before  it  was  accepted  for  review  hold  meetings  on  campuses  of  state 
in  a  p»iblic  school  classroom  for  Bible  by  the  Supreme  Court  last  year  in-  universities.  Powell  argued  that 
reading  and  prayer.  dicated  he  was  so  basing  his  appeal,  besides  applying  that  ruling  to  high 

The  high  court’s  5-4  ruling  has  the  “Nw  is  anything  in  the  record  to  in-  school  religious  groups,  the  court 
effect  of  reinstating  the  district  dicate  that  he  or  his  children  have  suf-  could  have  cited  other  decisions 
panel’s  1983  decision.  That  decision  fered  any  injury  as  a  result  of  the  ujrfwlding  high  school  students’ rights 
stated  that  the  student  group,  Petros,  District  Court’s  judgment,”  Stevens  of  free  speech  and  association, 
has  a  constitutionally  protected  right  wrote  None  of  the  justices  on  either  side 

of  free  speech  to  conduct  their  Chief  Justice  Warren  E.  Burger  made  reference  to  the  Elqual  Access 
meetings.  That  right  was  equated  dissented  for  himself  and.  Justices  Act  of  1984,  in  which  Congi^  extend- 
with  the  rights  of  other  extracur-  Byron  R.  White  and  William  H.  Rehn-  edthecourt’sTeasoningin  Widmar  to 
ricular  groups  to  meet.  quist,  writing  that  while  he  agreed  high  school  groups.  Legal  challenges 

The  dispute  dates  to  September  with  the  majority  that  ^tros  should  to  that  law  was  currently  practiced 
1981,  when  Petros— then  led  by  senior  be  allowed  to  meet  as  d^reed  by  the  are  expected.  A  final  resolution  to  the 
Lisa  Bender— asked  the  principal  at  district  court,  he  would  have  decided  question  of  the  constitutionality  of  the 
Williamsport  High  to  authorize  its  the  case  on  its  merits  and  reversed  equal  access  concept  presumably 
meetings  during  a  twice-weekly,  outright  the  appeals  panel’s  awaits  such  a  dispute. 

30-minute  period  for  meetings  of  ex-  judgment.  Stan  Hastey  writes  for  the 

tracurricular  groups.  While  some  of  In  a  separate  dissent.  Justice  Lewis  Washington  bureau  of  BP. 
these  groups  were  related  to 

academic  disciplines,  others  were  not.  -g-k  •  -a  •  • 

Although  the  principal  granted  per  Frospectivc  studeiits  invited 

mission  for  an  initial  meeting— 

to  speclal  events  at  Carey 

superintendent  of  schools,  who  then 

sought  legal  advice  from  the  school  HA’TTIEISBURG  and  GULFPORT,  Carey  on  the  Coast  has  help^  plan 

board  attorney.  Miss.— Prospective  Student  Days  are  the  First  Annual  Mississippi  Gulf 

After  the  lawyer  for  the  board  sdieduled  for  William  Carey  College’s  Coast  Biathlon  and  Beach  Day  and 
issued  a  written  opinion  that  in  his  Hattiesburg  and  Gulfport  campuses  has  included  this  event  as  part  of  its 
view  the  practice  violated  the  U.S.  in  April.  prospective  student  weekend.  Poten- 

Constitution’s  ban  on  an  establish-  A  musical,  “The  Irtie  Sttuy  of  tialstudents  will  register  from  1:30  to 
ment  of  religion,  the  students  took  the  Cinderella,”  will  highlight  the  pro-  2: 30  on  Friday,  April  25  and  will  have 
school  board,  the  superintendent,  and  spective  student  weekend  on  the  Hat-  the  opportunity  to  stay  Friday  night 
the  principal  to  court.  tiesburg  campus  Friday,  April  18  and  in  the  new  campus  apartments. 

Writing  for  the  majority  Justice  Saturday,  April  19.  Housing  and  meals  The  biathlon  will  begin  Saturday, 
John  Paul  Stevens— joined  1^  Justice  will  be  provided,  along  with  entertain-  y^Hil  26,  at  8:00  a.m.  at  the  pool  on  the 
William  J.  Brennan  Jr.,  'Ihurgood  ment  by  student  groups,  including  Coast  campus.  A  fun  run  fm*  com- 
Marshall,  Harry  A.  Blackmun,  and  social  clubs  and  the  student  govern-  munity  participants  and  an  awards 
^  Sandra  Day  O’Connor— held  that  ment  association.  ceremony  will  follow. 

Williamsport  school  board  member  Persons  interested  in  the  Hat-  Fw  more  informatimi  about  hous- 
John  C.  Youngman  Jr.  had  no  legal  tiesburg  prospective  student  wedeend  ing,  registration,  (»-  activities,  call 
basis  to  appeal  the  district  court  deci-  can  register  between  9  and  10  a.m .  on  (601)  582-6103  in  Hattiesburg,  or  (601) 
j  Sion  after  the  board’s  eight  other  Friday,  April  18.  896-4455  in  Gulfport, 

j  members  decided  not  to  appeal. 

.  Youngman  took  the  case  to  the  Third  Cl  1  '  •  1 

I  Stanley  appoints  three 

1  court  in  a  2-1  decision. 

i  Although  attorneys  for  the  student  (Continued  from  page  3)  According  to  his  biographical  data 


GREAT  PASSION  PLAY 
Eureka  Sprii^,  Arkansas 
FREE  INFO  1-800-643-3030 

See  this  dramatic  portrayal  of  Christ's  last  .  A  A  . / 
days  on  earth  performed  aminst  the  '  M  j]  ^ 

beautiful  backdrop  of  the  Ozark  Moun- 
tains  of  northwest  Arkansas 
We  are  experienced  in  handling 
groups  from  churches  and  Sunday 

school  classes  We  make  all  arrange-  _ .  }J 

ments  Packages  are  tailored  to  fit  ^ 

your  needs  ^ 

1876  Inn,  Rt  1,  Box  247, 

Dept  85022,  Eureka  Springs 

AR  72632;  for  infiMination  in  ^ 

f  ArkanMS  (501)  253-7183.  BKlSMliSSifl 

1^^  Make  reservations  eaiiy  to  assure  dates  you  prefer.  , 


Springtime  in  the  Smokies 

Hike  a  WiWflower  Trail  .  .  . 


Year-round  fun!  Holidome  Center,  indoor/outdoor 
pools,  saunas,  whirlpool,  beautiful  rooms.  Nearby 
tenniSi  tram  to  ski  slopes,  hiking,  shopping,  crafts 
community,  nightlife,  more. 


DBL  3  DAYS/2  nights 

Now  thru  5/19/86 


legal  ability  to  appeal,  Stevens  cited  Abilene  (Texas)  Christian  University,  “spokesman  and  lobbyist  for  state  and 
several  previous  Supreme  Court  nil-  and  holds  a  doctorate  in  rhetoric  and  national  Right-to-Life  groups.” 
ings  that  the  nation’s  high  court  has  argumentation  from  the  University  of  McCarty,  currently  minister  of  the 

a  constitutionally  mandated  duty  to  Pittsburgh.  Jarvisburg,  N.C.,  Church  of  Christ, 

examine  the  standing  of  all  parties  to  He  conducts  seminars  on  conven-  has  been  at  churches  in  Georgia, 
a  dispute.  tion  parliamentary  procedure  for  Pennsylvania,  North  Carolina,  and 

Youngman.  Stevens  wrote,  had  ho  state  and  local  governmental  bodies,  Virginia  and  has  preached  more  than 
standing  to  bring  the  appeal  as  an  in-  professional  associations,  and 
dividual,  a  school  board  member  or  political  action  groups,  and  is  a  lec- 
a  parent.  His  claimed  standing  as  an  turer  in  a  practicum  on  parliamen- 
individual  fell,  Stevens  said,  because  tary  law  each  summer  at  Marshall- 
the  original  judgment  of  the  district-  Wythe  School  of  Law  of  the  College  of 
court  was  made,  not  against  William  and  Mary,  Williamsburg,  Va. 

Youngman,  but  against  the  school  McCarty  also  is  active  in  North 
board.  Carolina  politics  and  is  one  of  two 

Nor  was  Youngman  in  a  position  to  North  Carolina  members  on  the  na- 
bring  the  appeal  as  a  school  board  tional  Republican  Party  Committee 
member,  Stevens  said,  because  he  on  Permanent  Organization.  He  was 
“has  no  personal  stake  in  the  out 
come”  of  the  case.  Further,  because 


2  bed  economy  room.  Children  free  in  same  room. 
Extra  nights  $47.25  dbl.  occ. 

Not  valid  Easter  Weekend. 


Not  valid  with  other  discounts.  Offer 
may  be  restricted  or  withdrawn  any¬ 
time  prior  to  confirmation.  To  get  this 
rate,  mention  it  i'l  reservation  call  and 
present  ’.his  ao  p'ior 
to  registration. 


OF  GATLINBURG,  TENN. 
333  Airport  Road  (37738) 
GATLINBURG, 
TENNESSEE 

CALL  NOW 

1-8(X)-435-9201  (Outside  TN) 
1-800-435-9202  (TN) 


FOR  SALE:  CHURCH  BUS.  1M8 
Chevrolet,  M-pastenger,  new 
motor  with  IS.tM  miles  —  flSM. 
Calvary.  Vicksharg  (681)  636-7501; 
638-5361. 
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Pastors’  theme:  ‘Jesus 
Author  and  Finisher’ 


Good  News 
Pascagoula 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  “Jesus . . .  are  facing  in  tbeir  lives  and 
Author  and  Finisher”  will  be  the  ministries.” 
theme  of  the  1906  Southern  Baptist  The  chairman  said  the  meeting  has 
Pastors’  (Conference,  Jime  8-9  in  the  been  develo|fed  a  high  hour  of  in- 
Georgia  World  (Congress  (Center  in  spiratkm.  I  have  invited  men  who  I 
Atlanta.  believe  have  been  faithful  in 

“God  just  put  it  on  my  heart  for  us  fweaching  Jesus  in  a  way  that  1^ 
to  simply  preach  Jesus  at  this  resulted  in  scores  of  lives  being 
Pastors’  Conforence,”  said  Morris  changed.” 

Chapman,  chairman  <rf  the  annual  He  noted  he  has  mcluded  mis- 
gathering,  one  of  the  meetings  held  in  sionaries  and  evangelists  as  wril  as 
conjunction  with  the  annual  meeting  lesser-known  preachers  to  participate 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  ConvenUon,  *“  the  twoKlay  meeting.  The  theme 
scheduled  June  10-12.  will  begin  with  a  message  on  the  pre- 

^  a  existence  of  (Christ  and  conclude  with 

pastor  of  First  Church,  Wichita  Falls,  ^  pre-eminence  of 

Ttex.,  Mid  be  believes  Sou^Ba^  Praadiers  include  Ed  Young,  a 
^‘pastom  have  gTMt  needs  and  Mississippian  and  pastor  of 
there  IS  TOth^  more  thnlhng  ^  Church,  H^ton. 
spinng  (^n  lifting  up  Jesusjknw  ^  ^  3 

Jesus  IS  the  answer  to  every  need  and 

I  am  iust  honinc  it  will  a  lima  that  ^  Misstssippian  and  minister  of 

lamjuMbopingitw^teai^tl^  music  at  First  (Church  of  Wichita 
our  hearts  as  a  people  of  God  can  be 

refreshedandreoewedandreviwd."  chapmaa  said  Ihe  speakers  ««« 
He  added:  “I  felt  i»eacbers  today  select^  because  they  are  “powerful 
—  individually,  in  th^  homes  and  in  preachers.  The  program  has  no 
their  churches  —  are  facing  crises  pditicalimpiicatioa  You  cannot  thiiik 
and  conflict  in  unparalleled  laropor-  of  the  Pastors’  (Conference  without 
tions.  My  prayer  is  that  this  Pastors’  taking  into  account  that  it  precedes 
Conference  will  be  an  oppmlunity  for  the  SBC.  I  have  felt  if  we  could  have 
many  pastors  and  their  wives  to  a  high  hour  of  inspiration,  hopefully 
reflect  on  the  reality  of  just  what  that  will  spill  over  into  the  conven- 
Jesus  can  mean  to  than  in  what  they  tion.” 


Pastor  of  First  Church,  Pascagoula,  Dennis  Johnsey,  preaches  the  revival  under 
the  tent.  Mark  and  Susan  Beaver  of  Atlanta,  led  music  for  the  revival.  Money  which 
would  have  gone  to  an  evangelist  wiN  go  to  the  Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering  for 
Home  Missions.  Beaver  is  a  former  staffer  ai  the  church. 


Pale  Stevens  and  Lewis  Hartman,  both 
employees  at  Ingalls  Shipyard,  help  with 
the  cooking  of  the  catfish  that  ¥vas  serv¬ 
ed  on  the  final  night  of  the  rsvivai  service. 
(It  was,  irxfeed,  Mississippi  catfish). 


^  King  James  in 

extra-large  print 

The  American  Bible  Society,  has 
jittt  published  the  King  James  Ver- 
Sion  of  the  Bible  in  extra-lar^  print 
^HIB^B  for  peofrie  with  impaired  vision. 

The  Pascagoula  church  used  the  tent  revival  time  to  renovate  the  saiKtuary  by  in  18-point  type,  it  is  the  only 

putting  in  new  carpel,  peindng  and  refinishing  the  pews.  (Tim  Nicholas  photos)  King  James  Bible  for  personal  use 

with  a  typeface  this  large  throu^Mut 
the  Scriptural  text,  which  is  also  pric¬ 
ed  as  low  as  $10.  It  weighs  just  under 
four  pounds. 


Messengers  to  consider 
75%  used  for  missions 


By  Marv  Knox 


NASHVILLE, 'Ibna  (BP)— Amove  vention,  which  mandated  increased  -w-w  •  • 

to  channel  75  percent  (rf  the  Southern  giving  to  miMions,”  he  explains.  ^OTI  OTl  fi  TOY* 

Baptist  Cknvention’s  Cooperative  Pro-  “Now,  as  Southern  Baptists  give  J.J.  vrJ^v/XXO  XvrX 

gram  allocation  budget  into  mission  money  in  their  churches,  larger  j*  -um  -a 

causes  promises  to  strengthen  the  amounts  will  go  to  what  Christ  asked  1  *r11  ll  QlYTIY*^ 

denominaUonbothextemaUyandin-  us  to  do  in  the  Great  Commission-  v/\XAXXV^X  X/XXV/X^O  CXX  V-T  XXXXOXXVX  V/ 

temally,  convention  leaders  predict,  go  into  the  whole  world  and  tell  others  Registration  for  summer  con-  Details  about  various  programs 
Messengers  to  the  SBC  annual  about  him.”  ferences  at  Gulfsbore  Baptist  have  appeared  in  earlier  issues  of  the 

meeting  this  summer  will  vote  on  con-  “This  move  to  75  percent  (for  mis-  Assembly  has  been  underway  since  Baptist  Record  and  also  may  be  ob- 

tinuing  to  increase  the  percentage  of  sions)  will  do  a  lot  to  oicourage  March  1st  and  stune  conferences  are  tai^  by  contacting  the  sponsoring 
the  convention’s  budget  that  is  Southern  Baptists  to  be  suppmtive  of  >1  or  near  capacity.  Frank  Simmons,  department  at  the  Baptist  Buikfing. 
allocated  to  missions.  our  cooperative  effort  to  reach  this  na-  manager  of  jGul&hore,  reports  that 

They  will  consider  a  proposal  to  tion  and  the  world,”  adds  R.  Keith  space  is  still  available  for  all  types  of  Information  about  reservations 

direct  66.86  parent  (w  $90,931,400)  of  parks,  president  (rf  the  Foreign  Mis-  conferences  except  Young  Musicians,  may  be  obtained  by  contacting 
the  1966-87  Cooperative  Pro^am  gioQ  Board.  “I  see  it  was  an  encourag-  July  KKM.  ^  Gulfshore  Groups  or  persons  wishing 

allocation  budget  to  the  convention’s  ing  «ign  that  will  «tT»»i>gttwn  the  whole  “We  encourage  MississipiH  chur-  to  make  reservatioaB  should  send  the 
Foreign  and  Home  Mission  Boards,  approach  to  everything  we’re  doing  ches  to  act  quickly  as  out  of  state  following  information,  along  with 
That  amount  reflects  69.88  percent  of  cooperatively,  not  jiMt  overseas  but  reservations  will  be  accepted  if  qiace  reservation  deposit  of  $30  per  person, 
the  SBC  operating  budgets,  up  from  throughout  the  whole  convention.”  i>  available,"  said  Simmons,  age  two  and  iq>:  Name  and  date  of 
69.64  the  year  before.  ‘It  would  be  a  dramatic  increase  in  ‘‘GuHriiore  offers  the  local  churches  conference,  whether  family,  in- 

The  mission-funding  increase  is  a  fundtac  which  woukLrfeourMsffaet  m  excdlent  opportunity  for  training,  dividual,  or  cburdi  group;  number  of 
matter  pf  “keeping  faith”  with  feUowshiiL  recreation  and  inspira-  males,  females,  couples;  and 

~j.  H«»ld  C. 

^  Rooms  are  still  available  for 
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Southern  Seminary  receives  million 
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LrUers  to  the  editor  must  be  limited 
to  300  words  and  the  editor  reserves 
the  right  to  trim  those  that  are  longer. 
Editorial  prerogatives  must  be 
reserved  until  all  circumstances  and 
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Horners  return 

Editor  ; 

After  almost  29  years  in  South 
Carolina  in  BSU  work  and  in  teaching, 
my  wife,  the  former  Eva  Lois  Davis, 
and  I  have  return^  to  Mississippi, 
where  she  was  bom  and  reared  and 
where  I  had  the  privilege  of  teaching 
at  Mississippi  College  before  World 
War  II  and  of  being  state  BSU  direc¬ 
tor,  1946-1956,  after  the  war. 

It  is  good  to  be  back  “home”  with 
dear  friends  like  Chester  Swor  and 
many  others.  We  are  especially 
gratified  that  Mississippi  has 
progressed  so  well  with  Ralph 
Winders  for  22  years  and  now  Jerry 
Merriman  leading. 

And  it  is  good  to  be  back  with  my 
wife’s  brother  and  his  wife  and  other 
relatives. 

Charles  W.  Horner 
1140  Greymont 
Jackson  39202 


Word  of  thanks 


100  years  at  Lumberton 

Elditor: 

The  100th  Anniversary  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church,  Lumberton,  will  be 
cdebrated  July  20.  Our  committee  is 
working  diligently  to  obtain  and  com¬ 
pile  information  regarding  the 
church^  history.  The  following  is  a  list 
of  previous  pastors: 

Thomas  Smith,  Sidney  Johnson,  W. 
&  Holcomb,  J.  P.  Culpsppec  W.  S. 
Allen,  R.  L.  S{»t)tes,  R.  D.  R 

L.  ^lencer,  J.  A.  Lee,  R  W  Gfhrett, 
J.  N.  Miller,  E.  E.  Bnftint,  L.  A. 
Mateme,  W.  D.  WhUatt,  J.  RReedy, 
J.  W.  Wood,  J.  F.  Braatieyu 
Ratcliff,  PSul  H.  Cranford,  V/fUmM. 
Ross,  Byron  Malone,  oiif  BafSB, 
David  SrrebflQi.  Dayhi 
Richard  M.  Chtgle,  ndJLiiO.llmiBiR. 

WearetryinfrtocnidmglHMUr 
pastors.  If  any  fanilr 


Mission  Action  Explo: 

^^pull  together  missions  interests^^- 

The  title  “Mission  Action  Explo”  work  in  literacy,  crisis  ministries,  jail 
may  indicate  that  the  workshops  to  be  chaplaincy,  police  chaplaincy, 
held  May  3  in  15  Mississippi  locations  ministries  at  special  events,  discover- 
could  provide  the  “Explosion”  that  ing  mission  needs,  resort  ministries, 
will  blow  away  any  obstacles  to  deaf  ministries,  ministry  to  drug  and 
church  missions.  alcohol  abusers,  hiinistries  in  multi- 

AcccMtling  to  organizers  at  the  family  housing  units,  starting  new 
MississipfM  Baptist  Convention  Board,  churches,  ministering  to  offenders’ 
the  general  session  and  the  workshop  families,  and  motel  chaplaincy, 
entitled  “How  to  Conduct  a  Church  Elach  session  begins  at  8:45  a.m. 
Missions  Program,”  will  focus  on  and  concludes  at  12:30.  The  15  loca- 
ways  to  “pull  together  the  various  mis-  tions  are  Main  Street  Church,  Hat- 
sions  interests  of  the  church  into  a  tiesburg;  Calvary  Church,  IXipelo;  ( 
comprehensive  missions  program.”  Sdlishine  Church,  Pearl;  and  the  First  * 
Elach  location  will  offer  the  same  Baptist  Churches  of  Gulfport,  Newton, 
core  workshops:  “How  to  Conduct  a  Louisville,  Starkville,  Calhoun  City, 
Church  Missions  Program,”  “How  to  Booneville,  Senatobia,  Cleveland, 
Conduct  Bible  Study  Outreaches,”  Greenwood,  Clinton,  Meadville,  and 
“How  to  Conduct  Big  A  Clubs,”  “How  Monticello. 

to  Conduct  Special  Volunteer  Mission  For  details  on  the  specialized 
Projects,”  and  “How  to  Conduct  Inter-  workshops,  contact  Paul  Harrell, 
faith  Witness  Blitz.”  Marjban  Patterson,  Keith  Wilkerson, 

Other  locations  will  offer  a  number  or  John  McBride  at  the  Convention 
of  specialized  workshops  including  Board  in  Jackson  at  968-3800. 

Why  did  they  choose  MC? 

CLINTON  —  Students  entering  Special  “local  option”  questions, 
Mississippi  College  this  past  fall  given  only  to  Mississippi  College 
selected  the  institution  because  of  its  students,  tend  to  cbnfirm  the  students’ 
academic  reputation  and  Christian  interest  in  acadeimo^qltolity,  but  with 
environment  according  to  a  report  a  significant  difference.  While  a 
from  a  national  survey  recently  rating  of  “extremely  high”  or  “higher 
released.  than  average”  was  given  by  95  percent 

For  the  sixth  consecutive  year,  for  the  academic  reputation  of  the  in- 
Mississippi  College,  owned  and  stitution,  and  99  percent  for  the 
operated  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  caliber  of  students,  the  most  impor- 
Convention,  participated  with  the  tant  single  influence  given  for  choos- 
Cooperative  Research  Program  of  ing  Mississippi  College  was  its  Chris- 
UCLA  and  the  American  Council  on  tian  environment. 

Education  to  study  characteristics  of 

students  entering  colleges  nationwide  Mississippi  College  students  show- 

The  latest  study  was  for  the  fall  of  ed  a  greater  interest  in  religion  than  * 
1985.  did  students  in  the  comparison 

Comparing  Mississippi  College  groups,  with  90  percent  reporting  that 
students  with  freshmen  on  a  national  they  were  “bom  again”  Christians, 
basis,  it  was  found  that  72  percent  of  This  compared  with  just  46  percent  of 
those  in  this  year’s  entering  class  con-  the  students  at  other  Protestant  col- 
sidered  academic  reputation  very  im-  leges  answering  that  they  were  “bora 
portant  as  compared  to  55  percent  again,”  while  the  percentage  for  na- 
nationwide.  tional  norms  was  only  24  percent. 

1985  Lottie  Moon  Offering 
may  fall  $3.6  million  short 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  Southern  The  1984  offering  of  $64.8  million 
Baptists  may  fall  as  much  as  $3.6  totaled  more  than  96  percent  of  that 
million  short  of  the  $70  million  goal  year’s  goal  of  $66  million.  It 
they  set  for  their  1985  Lottie  MoOn  represented  almost  a  12  percent  in- 
Christmas  Offering  for  foreign  crease  over  the  previous  year,  three 
missions.  times  the  U.S.  inflation  rate  in  early 

The  projected  shortfall  reported  by  1965.  The  increase  for  the  1965  total  of- 
Southera  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  fering,  if  the  projection  proves  ac- 
Board  officials  could  be  the  biggest  curate,  will  reach  only  about  2.4  per- 
since  1982,  when  the  offering  fell  cent,  below  the  current  3.2  percent  in- 
almost  $4  million  short  of  the  goal,  nation  rate  An  8  percent  increase  was 

The  annual  Lottie  Moon  offering  needed  to  meet  the  $70  million  goal, 
supports  a  hefty  portion  of  the  work  Actual  Lottie  Mooq,.  receipts  for- 
of  more  than  3,600.  Southern  Baptist  warded  to  Richmond,  Va.,  at  the  end 
foreign  missionaries  worldwide  The  of  March  totaled  about  $59.2  million, 
1985  goal  of  $70  million  already  has  or  84.5  percent  of  the  goal,  with  more 
been  budgeted  to  finance  43  percent  money  coming  in  from  state  conven- 
of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board’s  $162  tions.  'The  Foreign  Mission  Board 
million  budget  for  1966.  calculates  the  final  total  May  31. 

The  size  of  the  shortfall  projection,  “There  may  be  more  money  out 
based  on  a  poll  of  selected  state  Bap-  there,”  Johnson  said.  “I’d  like  to  miss 
tist  conventions,  came  as  a  surprise  this  (projection)  by  a  mile” 
to  Foreign  Mission  Board  staffers.  The  projected  shortfall  won’t  cut 
“It  was  unexpected,  to  say  the  personal  missionary  support  but  is 
least,”  said  (Jarl  Johnson,  vice  presi-  sure  to  affect  overseas  capital 
dent  for  Tinance  "There  are  several  budgets,  which  provide  funds  for  mis¬ 
states  that  show  actual  decreases  in  sionary  houses  and  cars,  aid  for 
giving.  I  don’t  have  an  answer  why.”  church  buildii^  afid  other  needs. 


Witter  in  His  name 


because  William  Carey,  pioneer  mis-  Bangladesh  Baptist  Mission  has 
sionary,  once  lived  in  the  area  now  sunk  540  wells  in  the  area  around 
called  Bangladesh,  matQr  villages  and  Magura,  and  James  said  they  are  go- 
towns  have  Baptist  churches.  ing  to  dig  one  at  Hajrapur. 

Baptist  mission^es  in  Ban^d^  First  Baptist  Church,  Winona, 
have  done  a  lot  of  relief  work  after  Miss.,  sent  special  funds,  he  said,  for 
and  cyclones  and  tidal  wavra.  sinking  26  wells.  (Tbm  Thurman  told 
Also  tl^  laVe  and  still  do  help  m  me  another  day  that  Learned  Church 
agricultural  projects.  But  tlair  focus  ne^r  Raymond  had  sent  over  $5,000  for 
now  IS  on  evangelism  and  church  use  in  sinking  tube  wells  and  produc- 
development.  James  Young,  who  Uves  jng  food  in  Bangladesh.)  Jerry  Mix- 
at  Magura,  is  Coordinator  of  on,  pastor  at  Winona,  told  me  last 
Evangelism  who  keeps  evangelism  that  Linda  Halfacre,  of  Winona 

goals  before  the  missionaries  and  Mississippi  State,  will  be  wwking 

is  liaison  betw«n  the  inissioiuri^  with  a  student  mission  team  of  8  or  10 
and  the  national  convention.  Also  he  jjj  Bangladesh  May  10-31.  They  plan  to 
preachy  re^arly  in  at  least  20  ]gju|  revivals,  sing,  lead  MK  retreats, 
preaching  points.  (E.  R.  Pinson  told  (jo  ^ork  projects  in  churches 
me  Sunday  that  when  he  was  pastor  vvithin  a  30-mile  radius  of  the  church 
at  Thomastown  he  ordained  James  gt  Magura 
father,  P.  D.  Young,  as  a  deacon,  and 

later  iNxlained  James  as  a  preacher. )  The  Baptist  Women’s  Society  of  the 

With  James  and  several  others,  I  Magura  Baptist  Church  was  having  a 

visited  the  little  village  of  Hajrapur,  meeting  in  the  afternoon,  along  with 

where  an  indigenous  chuixdi  exists.  In-  the  missionary  societies  from  two 

the  small  new  white  church  building,  other  Baptist  churches.  Mrs.  Premlata 

paper  chains  had  been  strung  as  Sarker,  dressed  in  white  sari  (white 

decorations  for  the  forthcoming  signifies  she  is  a  widow),  welcomed 

dedication  service  Mats  on  the  floor,  u*  sang  a  solo.  (Later,  after 

and  a  pulpit,  awaited  the  special  day.  refreshments,  she  sang  a  fai:ewell  tist  Watnen  of  Mississippi.  We  pray  for 
I  met  the  Bengali- pastor’s  wife,  who  song).  The  refreshments  they  saved  you,  and  I  hope  you  will  pray  for  us.” 

daUy  teaches  Bible  stories  to  the  ware  a  sweet  rice  (like  rice  pudding),  I  hope  that  our  Baptist  Women  -  and 


Hajrapur  Baptist  Church,  left,  near  Magura,  Bangladesh, 
owns  a  banana  tree  farm  that  is  helping  to- pay  for  the  loan 
on  its  building.  James  Young,  missionary,  is  pictured  with  the 
Hajrapur  pastor's  wife  and  several  village  children.  Jugal  Das, 


deacon  at  Hiyrapur,  in  photo  at  right,  makes  a  bambo  basket, 
for  winnowing  rice.  One  of  the  girts  behind  Nm  is  chewing 
sugarcane.  One  of  the  village  houses  is  in  the  background. 


Court  throws 
challenge 
to  Vatican 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  A  federal 
appellate  court  has  rejected 
arguments  that  President  Reagan 
violated  the  U.S.  (institution  by  send¬ 
ing  an  ambassador  to  the  Vatican  two 
years  ago. 

In  a  unanimous  decision,  a  three- 
judge  panel  of  the  'Third  (hcuit  (iurt 
of  Appeals  in  Philadelphia  threw  out 
a  challenge  to  Reagan’s  action,  ruling 
that  Americans  United  for  Separation 
(rf  Church  and  State  —  along  with  20 
religious  bodies  and  83  individuals  — 
had  DO  legal  standing  to  bring  the 
lawsuit. 


/  Men  near  Magura,  Bangladesh,  paid  by  the  hour  by  the  Bangladesh  Baptist  Mis- 
^  Sion  (SBC),  are  sinking  a  tube  weH,  which  they  can  do  in  a  day.  ‘The  tube”  is  a  1W 

^  inch  diameter  galvanized  pipe.  A  man  climbs  onto  the  bamboo  scaffolding  fo  pour 

water  into  the  lop  of  the  pipe.  The  water  overflows  to  fill  the  hole  the  pipe  is  in,  and 
cut  off  the  air.  The  man  on  the  frame  places  his  hand  over  the  open  end  of  the  pipe. 
Others  push  down  the  lever  to  lift  the  pipe.  They  let  go;  the  pipe  hits  bottom  as  the 
Bengali  chiMien  at  Magura  Baptist  Church  present  bouquets  to  Anne  McWiUiams.  man  on  top  ntovss  his  hand  to  let  muddy  earth  spew  out.  A  waN  can  serve  a  max- 

center,  Joan  Peterson,  left,  Mildred  Jenkins,  right,  arto  Pansy  Rankin  (not  shown),  irmjm  of  250.  This  orte  win  probably  serve  at  least  KXX 


■e 
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'Devotional 


When  life  turns  sour 

By  Deaa  Register 

Life  can  turn  sour  for  any  of  us.  Most  of  us  have  experienced  the  agony  of 
watching  sweet  dreams  fade  intabitter  failure.  We  have  felt  the  shattering 
defeat  fnnn  thwarted  plans  which  never  materialized  quite  like  we  wanted. 

The  question  we  face  is  not  whether  anything  has  ever) 
gone  sour,  but  what  do  we  do  when  life  does  turn  sour.  Ifkj 
one  thing  to  face  the  question  in  an  academic  way,  but  quite 
another  to  practically  experience  it  How  do  we  respond 
when  everything  takes  on  the  color  of  gray  and  people  seem 
distant  and  hopes  flicker  against  the  winds  of  despair? 

What  do  we  do  when  normal  daily  routines  becenne  moun¬ 
tainous  halnts  (rf  drudgery?  When  work  lacks  spontanie- 
ty?  When  the  family  cohesiveness  comes  unglu^  so  tha 
smiles  and  laughter  hide  behind  the  masks  of  melancholy? 

Fbr  38  years,  thane  was  a  num  who  tasted  the  bitter  dr^  Register 

incapacitation.  Sour  sunrises  and  sour  siuisets  made  a  bleak  life  'Die  aspir¬ 
ing  moments  of  his  existence  came  during  the  festival  season  when  he  would 
wait  beside  a  spring-fed  potd  for  a  bubbling  of  the  spring  which  seemed  to 
carry  a  therapeutic  remedy  much  like  a  modern  whirlpool,  niirty-eight  years 
was  a  Iwig  time  for  life  to  be  sour.  So  long  that  ho{«  could  wear  thin  and 
pessimism  could  stifle  the  will  to  try. 

One  day  he  lay  beside  the  potd  and  waited.  He  watched  eagerly.  Anxiously 
be  looked  for  the  stirring  of  the  waters  as  he  had  done  so  many  times  before. 
A  gentle  voice  startled  him.  Tfo  you  want  to  be  whole?”  Jesus  asked  (John 
5:6). 

Suddenly  a  life  soured  by  suffering  faced  the  possibility  of  wholeness.  A 
poignant  question  went  straight  to  the  target.  Would  the  man  remain  a  sour 
suffering  invalid  or  would  he  take  the  risk  and  accept  the  change?  Believing 
Jesus’  command  to  rise  and  walk,  he  was  healed  immediately. 

Sour  experiences  can  turn  us  into  cantankerous  peofrie  Bitterness  can 
change  our  flavM'  for  life.  Yet  Jesus  continues  to  beckon  us  to  come  unto  him 
with  all  our  hurts  in  order  to  noake  us  complete  and  useful  again.  But  he  leaves 
the  answering  of  the  question  to  each  of  us:  Do  you  want  to  be  wlxde?  Will 
you  release  the  sour  in  exchange  for  the  sweet? 

Deaa  Register  is  pastor.  First,  Galfport. 


Churches 
adopt  1988 
annuity  plan 

Churches  that  have  adopted  the  Ex¬ 
panded  Annuity  Plan  of  1988  since 
those  reported  in  the  March  6  issue  (rf 
The  Baptist  Record: 

Morgantown,  (Adams-Union); 
Calvary,  (Alcwn);  Pace,  (Bolivar); 
Rocky  Mount,  (Calhoun);  Scotland, 
(ClarroU-Montgomery) ; 

FBC  Quitman,  (Clarke) ;  West  End, 
(Clay);  Strong  Hope,  (Copiah); 
Holcomb,  (Grenada);  Parkhill, 
(Hinds-Madison);  Pocahontas, 
(Hinds-Madison);  Fellowship,  (Jas¬ 
per); 

Shiloh^  (Lafayette);  Bethel, 
(Lawrence);  Bethel,  (Leake);  Cor¬ 
inth,  (Leake);  Wiggins,  (Leake); 
Grace  Memorial,  (Lee) ;  FBC  Amory, 
(Monroe); 

Southsi^  (Monroe)^  Highland, 
(Northwest);  South  McComb,  (Pike); 
Rolling  Creek,  (Quitman); 
Macedonia,  (Simpson);  Lexie, 
(WalthaU). 

More  boats  possible 

TIBERIAS,  Israel  (EP)  -  Wood¬ 
en  remains  found  near  the  2,000-year- 
old  boat  being  excavated  on  the  Sea 
of  Galilee  shme  raised  archaedogists’ 
hopes  that  more  boats  may  be 
discovered. 
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Nan  Grantham  artd  elephant  lead  Music  Makers. 


Central  Hills  Retreat 


Gulf  Coast,  Jackson  merge 
for  children’s  choir  fest 


Churches  of  Gulf  (foast  and  Jackson 
County  Associations  combined  to 
sponsw  a  Children’s  Choir  Festival, 
March  7  at  First  Church,  Biloxi. 

Leon  Bedsole,  coordinator  of  the 
event,  reports  that  there  were  16  chur¬ 
ches  participating  with  nearly  400 
people  present. 

There  were  two  divisions  of  the 
festival:  The  young  musicians  seetkm 
was  led  by  Thlmadge  Butler  of  the 
New  Orleans  Seminary  music  facul¬ 
ty.  The  music  makers  section  was  led 
Iqr  Nan  Grantham  of  the  music  staff 
of  Broadmoor  Church,  Jackson. 

The  young  musicians  choirs  par¬ 
ticipating  were  allowed  to  sing  as  in¬ 
dividual  choirs  for  adjudication. 
Ihlmadge  Butler  led  the  children  in 


mass  rehearsal  on  two  selections 
from  the  musical  “Three  Oosses  in 
Jerusalem.”  At  the  same  time  Nan 
Grantham  was  leading  Musk  Makers 
in  songs  and  music  activities.  Choir 
wwkers  sat  in  as  observers. 


(hordinator  of  the  Music  Makers 
section  was  Pam  Meadows,  graded 
choir  coordinator  and  music 
secretary  at  First  Ctairch,  Biloxi, 
assisted  by  Eddie  Prosser  of 
Pascagoula.  The  two  divisions  com¬ 
bined  for  the  final  worship  time  in  the 
church  sanctuary. 


Ist,  Brookhaven 
honors  pastor 


The  festival  was  planned  by  the 
ministers  of  music  association  of  the 
Gulf  (hast.  Chris  Jenkins  of  First 
Churd),  Gautier,  is  president. 


Youth  choir  festival  held 


Churches  of  the  Gulf  (hast  and 
Jackson  (hunty  Associations  combin¬ 
ed  to  sponsor  the  third  annual  Youth 
Choir  Festival  Feb.  7-8,  at  Gulfshcm 
Baptist  Assembly  in  Pass  (hristian. 
George  Beck,  coordinator  of  the 
event,  reports  that  there  were  13  chur¬ 
ches  participating,  with  almost  300 
people  present. 

Lynn  Madden,  minister  of  musk  at 
Dauphin  Way  Church,  Mobile,  was  the 
clinician  for  the  event.  Martha 
Frances  Duggar,  organist  at  First 
Church,  Gulfport,  was  accompanist. 

During  the  overnight  festival,  two 
ta^t  revues  were  held  with  young 
people  from  the  various  churches 


Robert  Self,  right,  was  honored 
recently  by  First  Church, 
Brookhaven,  with  Pastor  Apprecia- 
tkn  Day,  to  celditate  Us  fifth  anniver 
sary  as  pastor.  A  banquet  featured  a 
‘This  Is  Your  Life”  roast  More  than 
500  attended.  The  pastor  was 
presented  a  love  gift  from  the  con¬ 
gregation.  Chid  Lofloa,  left.  Chairman 
of  the  Personnel  Committee  who  also 
served  as  Chairman  of  the  Pastor 
Search  (fommittee  five  yasurs  ago, 
made  the  presentatioa  On  Sunday 
following  the  banquet,  817  were  pre¬ 
sent  in  Siaaday  School.  The  Selfs  are 
the  parents  of  Mrs.  Angie  Winy  of 
Batesville,  Tbdd  at  MisUsaippl  Col¬ 
lege,  and  Jon  Mark.  They  have  a 
granddaughter,  Sara  EUen. 


presenting  varied  talents.  Dennis  Ray 
Smith,  minister  of  youth  at  First 
Church,  Pascagoula,  led  in  the  wor- 
sUp  times. 

April  is  Life  G>ininitmeiit  Month 

The  1988  theme  for  the  Southern 
Baptist  emphasis  in  April  of  Life 
Chnunitment  Month  is  “God’s  (fell: 

My  Ministry.”  And  (hurch  Vocatkns 
Sunday  is  April  37. 


Published  materials  note  that  the 
emphasis  is  to  remind  people  “that 
life  is  a  stewardship  and  should  be 
given  without  reservation  to  Christian 
ministry,  including  work.”. 


releases  summer  schedule 


The  capacity  at  Central  Hills 
Baptist  Retreat  has  increased  from 
110  to  160  campers  this  year,  according 
to  camp  manager  Dan  West. 

(hmps  are  established  for  two  age 
groups:  boys  in  grades  4-12,  and  bqys 
in  grades  1-3  along  with  their  fathers. 

The  resident  camps  for  the  Uder 
boys  wiU  take  {dace  in  nine  sessions: 
June  2-8;  June  9-13;  June  18-20;  June 
23-27;  June  dOJuly  4;  July  7-11:  July 
14-18;  July  21-25;  and  July  28-Aug.  1. 
(fost  of  the  resident  camps  is  |S5. 

The  Lad/Dad  Weekends  for  the 
younger  group  will  be  June  13-14; 
June  27-28;  and  July  18-19.  Cost  will  be 
US  per  parson. 

Registration  forms  are  available 


Prisoners  wiU 
be  commissioned 


Julius  Thompaon,  pastoral 
ministries  director  for  Am  Miaaiaa^ 
pi  Baptist  Cfonvention  Board,  among 
otha  suggestkoB,  nolaa  that  pastors 
could  conduct  a  seaBkm  lor  parnfs  on 
their  role  in  occupational  dioke. 
ChurchBS  could  arrange  summer  jabs 
for  churdi  youths  And  churches  could 
promote  enndlmsnt  in  the  Church 
Study  Course  Plan:  Church  Vocation 
Preparation  Diploma. 


from  Central  Hills  at  Box  237, 
Kosciusko,  Miss.,  39090-0237;  or  the 
Brotherhood  Department,  Box  530, 
Jadcson,  Miss,  39206-0630;  or  frmn 
associational  offices. 

When  a  registration  form  and  camp 
fee  is  received  by  Central  Hills,  an 
infonnatiem-health  fom  will  be  mail¬ 
ed  to  each  campa/parent. 

(College  student  staffers  guide  the 
boys  and  each  week  a  carea  mis¬ 
sionary  will  be  on  hand  fa  mission 
activities. 


For  two  weeks,  sdected  inmates 
from  the  Mississippi  Department  of 
Cforrections  have  served  in  the 
Jackson  area  repairing  homes  while 
being  hosted  by  Christian  families, 
and  mhdBttred  to  by  local  dmrehes. 

A  dedkatieo  and  affirmation  aa- 
vke  win  tahe  place  April  Mat  3  pim. 
at  Central  Prasbyterian  Church  on 
West  Capitol  Street  For  details,  con¬ 
tact  George  Ported  in  Jackson  at 
96848U.  The  program  is  a  ministry  of 
Prison  Frilowship  Ministriea 

The  service  on  April  10  wiU  be  a 
commissioning  asrvice  for  the  in¬ 
mates  who  worked  in  the  conununity 
project— CMumissioning  them  to 
minlBter  as  Christiaas  after  they  get 
backoutiatotheworidAlBothssa- 
vtce  has  bssa  planaed  as ‘h  time  to 
say  thank  you  to  the  men  who  did  the 
w^  and  to  the  famiUes  who  hosted 
them.” 


20  FT.  PEWS 

Upholstered  seat  and 
back  with  Oak  'H^dlibnal 
style  ends. 

32  pews  available 
immediately, 
wig 


Bfandon 


(601)  •25-2562 


OLOMBLCt  REBOUND 

A  prtee,  Mndins  and  anse  to  weal  avary 
naaS.  CMaMy  woftananaMs  giiarantoad. 
mwa  far  iSuatratoS  artoa  foMar. 

RViOlffI  NBWfViBlv 

- lOnifiMIftMQ  CO. 
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GODK^ESYOa 


Calvary  honors  Tuten 
on  25th  anniversary 

Joe  H.  Tuten,  pastor  of  Calvary  Tuten  came  to  Calvary  after  serv* 
Church,  Jackson,  was  honored  last  ing  at  Belle  Chasse  Church,  Belle 
month  by  his  church  on  to  2Sth  Chasse,  La.;  Calvary  Church,  New 
anniversa^.  Orleans;  and  First  Church,  Biloxi. 

Program  per-  He  initiated  a  college  student  ex- 
sonalities  for  the  pense  and  mission  project  fund  that 
evening  service. 


nada:  April  20-2S;  Farmhaven,  (Madisoa):  Apr.  20-25;  Gaston,  Booneville:  April  20-25; 

;;  Bob  Wiggins,  full  dinner  on  grounds,  April  20;  evening  10:30  a.m.  and  6:45  pm.,  Sunday;  7 
unphis,  evangelist;  services,Sun.-Fri.,  7  pm.;  evangelist,  pm.  Mon.-Fri.;  Chuck  Hampton, 
earcy.  Ark.,  music  Rob  Sugg,  missionary  to  Taiwan;  pastor,  evangelist,  noted  that  the 
i  Mit^ll,  pastor,  music  evangelist,  Richard  Lister,  revival  will  pertain  to  living  the  Chris- 
iwood’ Amil  20-25-  ”****“^*’  music.  First  Church,  tian  life  in  aU  its  fullness;  Thrry  Hurt, 

n-Fri*  7^  each  ^c^^veen,  pastor,  music  minister,  music  evangelist. 

ivers,  evangelist;  pj„t  Sledge:  Apr.  20-25;  services  Cherry  Park,  Clinton:  April  20-23; 
and  Sue  Avant,  at  11  a.m., and 6 pm. Sun., and 7 pm..  Sun.,  7  pm.;  week  night  services, 

McKay,  pastor.  Mon.-Fri.;  preacher,  Dennis  Trull.  7:30;  David ^nford,  speaker;  BiUy 
A  .  Anrii  pastor;  musician;  MUffi  Davis,  music  Causey,  music  director;  Hollis  Alder- 

[ebi-op  ^ntoto!  director  at  First  Church,  Charleston,  man,  pastor. 

Wilson,  Grenada,  Linwood,  Union:  April  20-25;  Fred  Chapel  Hill  (Hinds):  Apr.  20-23; 

McCoy,  evangelist;  Jerry  Peagler,  Sunday  morning,  regular  services;  Tuten 
shall)  - April  20-25-  music;  Barbara  Jenkins,  soloist;  dinner  on  the  ground ;  aftemowiser-  Jackson; 
m  -Moo!^  7-30  uigi'i  services,  7;  Johnny  Collins,  vice;  no  Sunday  night  service;  Mon.- 
Ga’mble,  Slayden  pastor;  Jamie  Meadow,  music  Wed.,  7  pm.;  Dewitt  Mitchell,  pastor.  Church,  Jackson 
sbins,  music  direc- .  director.  Main  St.,  MendenhaU;  Bobby  Stubbs, 

'  .  music;  S.  W.  Valentine,  pastor. 

,  pastor.  High  n,||^  Neshoba:  Apnl  23-27; 

nn-  Anrii  Van  Hardin,  preaching;  Twiy  Kintwi, 

.  j  ’  directing  the  music;  Paul  H.  Leber, 
pastor,  Eastside,  e  * 

r  Da^ny  Wells,  pastor. 

>ic.  Van  Winkle,  Antioch,  Brandon:  April  20-23; 

Sun.  services,  11  llMiuny  Anderson,  evangelist;  (}eorge 
day  services,  7:30  Dukes,  music;  Larry  Duncan,  pastor. 


totals  $750,000;  led  in  an  extensive 

■  March ,  16  includ-  renovation  project  at  the  church;  and 
ed  Lewis  Nobles,  is  a  strong  supporter  of  the  ACTTS 
president  of  Mis-  Cliristian/television  network, 
sissippi  College;  Preacher  for  the  morning  service 
(Charles  Myers,  re-  was  retired  seminary  professor  Frank 
tired  pastor  of  Alta  Stagg.  Jackson  Mayor  Dale  Danks  at- 
Woods  Church,  tended  and  proclaimed  the  day  Joe  H. 
and  John  Reed  Miller,  Hiten  Day. 
retired  pastor  of  First  Presbyterian  Church  members  gave  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Tuten  a  1986  Silver  Fleetwood 
.  The  day’s  activities  included  a  Cadillac.  The  evening  service  was 
morning  reception,  a  morning  videotaped  and  a  copy  presented  to 
celebration  wot^p  service,  and  a  Tuten  in  a  special  commemorative 
Hebron  (Panola):  April 20-25;  Ker-  luncheon  reception.  album, 

mit  D.  McGregor,  Clinton,  evangelist; 

Mrs.  Wanda  Billington,  music 
evangelist^ Sunday  services,  H  a.m. 
and  7  p.m.Vweek  ni^t  services,  7:30; 

Living  Waters,  BSU  ensemble  from 
NWJC,  will  present  a  concert  Sunday 
April  20-25;  evening;  S toe -Jonlan,  pastor. 

Grandview,  900  S.  Pearson,  Rd..  ^a^list,  J^ Moore,  pastor,  F^t,  (Bolivar)-  Mav  1-4- 

Anr  7nm  niohtiv  Fisherville, Teim. ;  music evangelist,  ounnison  iHoiivar).  may  1-4, 

olvid  Kendal  Huntsri^^^^  Wayne  Grothman,  minister  of  music,  weekday  8  jxm  ;  regular  Su^y  ser- 

STnJplS  Roh  rnreman  PMri’  White  Sand,  Prentiss;  Paul  Blan-  vices;  Johnny  Spencer,  pastor.  Dun- 

evangelist,  Bob  Coleman,  Pearl,  .  .  pastor  can,  evangelist;  Billy  Hale,  music; 

music;  Wade  Chappell,  pastor;  Lynn  chard,  pastor.  Leo  W  Timms,  pastor. 

Weems,  music  director;  Scott  King,  Antioch,  Columbus:  April  20-23;  „  .  ^  «« 

youth  director  Sua,  Ua.m.,  7  p.m.-,  Mon.-Wed.,  noon,  „ 

First,  Calhoun  City:  April  20-23  I  5thiiI^Sinar*y  ”’ev^geli^  Toi^angelist;  QintNichols, music 

evangelist;  W.  Fi.1^  pas-,. 

a  m. ;  BUI  Causey,  pastor,  Parkway,  Vernon,  Columbus,  music  evangelist;  county  Line  ( Attola) :  Apr.  20-23, 

Jackson,  evangelist;  Jim  Keyser,  Junmy  Harrington,  pastor,  Mac  Sun.,  11  a.m.,  7  p.m.;  Moo.-Wed.  7 
music;  Anthony  Kay,  pastor.  Pace,  minister  of  music.  p.m.;  Martin  Williams,  pastor, 

Immanuel,  Greenwood:  April  27-30;  evangelist;  Morris  Cockroft,  music 
Sapa,  Eupora:  April 23-26;  services,  7:30 pm.;  Larry  Eldwards,  pastor,  Mt.  director;  lunch,  Sunday. 

7  each  ni^t;  Jack  Inmon,  pastor,  Olive  ((Carroll),  evangelist;  Gary  and  Yazoo  City- Apr.  20-23- John 

West  Shady  Grove,  Eupora,  Linda  Lewis,  music  and  youth  direc-  sullivan,  pastor,  Broadmoor, 
evangelist;  Paul  Deaton,  music  tors,  Mt.  Oh ve,  music;  Dennis  McKay,  Shreveport,  La.  evangelist- R.  L.  and 
evangelist;  Paul  Deaton,  pastor.  pastor.  Beth  SigresL  music  evangelists, 'Vkzoo 

Pearson,  Pearl;  Apr.  20-23;  Sunday,  Westview,  Jackson:  Apr.  20-25;  7  Qty,  musicians;  Sun.,.11  a.m., 7 pm.; 

11  a.m  and  6:30  pm.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  eachevening;  Mon.-Fri.,  12  noon  with  weekdays,  Mon.-Wed.,  7  a  m.,  7  pm. 

•  m.  7:30  R»ndy  Itoles,  Gto  givell.  Li^.  ^ 

evangelist;  Bill  Roberts,  music;  Lmden,  Ala.,  Steve  Bishop  Westview,  recular  services,  dinner  after 

WavMLonc  nastor  minister  (rf  music,  music;  Joe  L.  ^un..  regular  services,  oinner  aiier 

wayne  Long,  pasior.  Hasson  pastor.  mormng  service;  evening  services, 


Student  leaders  train 


With  temperatures  in  the  SOs.  car  Keys  provided  the  special  sound  effects  for  a 
spring  time  rendition  of  “Jingle  Bells’*  during  the  Gulfshore  meeting  at  the  Baptist 
Student  Union's  Leadership  Training  Conference.  From  left  are  LeAnn  Griffin  of  Blue 
Mountain;  Scott  Valentine  of  Mississippi  State;  Jerry  Merriman,  state  BSU  director; 
and  Eddie  (hooper,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Oxford.  (Photos  by  Weaver  McCracken) 


Priority,  a  Mississippi  College  BSU  ensemble  offered  a  mini-concert 


A  young  author  asked  Stephen 
Leacock  what  tricks  of  the  trade  he 
employed  when  he  sat  down  to  write. 
“No  tricks,’’  said  the  humorist.  “I  seat 
myself  at  a  desk,  wait  until  an  idea  oc¬ 
curs  and  then  jot  it  down.”  You  make 
writing  seem  so  simple.”  “Writing  is 
simple,”  replied  Leacock.  “It’s  the  oc¬ 
curring  that’s  difficult.” 


Eddie  (hooper,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Oxford,  speaks  on  the  topic  “Faithful  to 
the  Bride,”  challenging  students  •assess 
their  commitment  to  Christ  and  his 
church. 


Scott  Valentine  of  MSU,  left,  passes  the 
gavel  of  leadership  to  Gary  Permenter  of 
MSU  who  will  serve  as  state  BSU  presi¬ 
dent  for  1966-87. 


Ron  Kurtz,  minister  to  youth  at  Rrst 
Church,  Katy,  Tex.,  leads  music  at  LTC. 
Kurtz  is  a  former  staffer  at  First  Church, 
Jackson. 


Woodland  Hills  follows  Ephesians  3:20 
celebrates  “Miracle  Day”  results 


Woodland  Hills  Church,  Jackson,  education  and  planner  of  the  pro-  wide  banquet  and  a  revival  for  the 
celebrated  “Miracle  Day”  on  March  gram,  “I  never  lost  faith  that  it  could  deaf.  Tom  Rushing,  pastor/mis- 
23,  based  on  promises  in  Ephesians  happen,  although  only  503  persons  sionary  to  the  deaf/blind  in  'Ihlladega, 
3:20.  signed  commitment  cards.”  Ala.,  was  preacher  for  the  revival 

Sunday  School  attendance  was  669,  Four  weeks  prior  to  the  “Miracle  which  included  four  professions  of 
19  above  the  goal  of  650  set  by  the  Sun-  Day”  pn^ram,  members  pledged  to  faith  and  one  addition  letter  An  all¬ 
day  School  council.  And  there  were  713  make  contacts  with  other  members,  time  high  attendance  of  61  was  reach- 
in  the  morning  worship  services,  in-  unchurched,  and  unsaved  persons,  ed  in  the  deaf  Sunday  School  depart- 
cluding  a  separate  service  for  the  deaf  The  first  week  —  write  letters ;  second  ments,  with  117  present  at  the  morn- 
and  a  total  of  ten  additions,  seven  of  week  —  phone  calls;  third  —  favors;  ing  worship  service, 
which  were  professions  of  faith.  and  fourth  —  make  visits.  Bill  Fuller  is  pastor  of  Woodland 

Said  Tim  Stephens,  minister  of  Two  other  events  included  a  church-  Hills  Church. 


- Nurses  to  meet 

^  The  newly  organized  Baptist  Nurs¬ 

ing  Fellowship  of  Mississippi  will  hold 
Lonnie  Stewart,  Jr.  has  recently  an  informational  meeting  at  6  p.m.  on 
been  called  as  pastor  of  Long  Cane  May  1  in  conjunction  with  the  annual 
Church  in  Gabbettville,  Ga.  Stewart  is  Medical  Dental  Fellowship  banquet 
^■■■jjllllllllllllllla  graduate  of  Wil-  being  held  at  First  Baptist  Church, 
liam  Carey  College  Jackson,  at  6 ;  30  p.m.  Contact  Ashley 
and  New  Orleans  McCaleb,  WMU  office.  Box  530, 
■f  ^B^Hseminary.  He  is  Jackson  39205,  for  reservation 
El  ^  ■^^■married  to  the  information. 


Pelahatchie  Church,  Polahatchie,  recently  presented  its  pastor.  Barry  Corbett, 
and  his  wife,  Denise,  keys  to  a  1985  Chevrolet  S-10  pick-up  during  Pastor  Apprecia¬ 
tion  Week.  Shown  handing  over  the  keys  is  Dale  Clark,  chairman  of  the  deacons. 
Corbett  has  been  pastor  of  the  church  for  five  years. 


Joseph  Stewart  Sorah  has  recently 
accept^  the  position  of  minister  of 
youth  and  activities  at  First  Church, 

Holly  Springs. 

A  native  of  Tenn.,  Sorah  goes  from 
Calera,  Ala.  where  he  served  as 
minister  of  education  and  youth  at 
Calera  Church. 

Sqrah’s  education  included  a  B.A. 
degree  from  Carson-Newman  Col¬ 
lege;  M.R.E.  degree  from  New 
Orleans  Seminary  and  A.A.  degree 
from  Cleveland  State  Community 
College. 

A  reception  for  Sorah  and  his  wife, 

Tbresa,  was  held,  April  13. 

Gary  Strehlow  tos  r^ign;^  his  sabbath  SOCCCr 

position  as  pastor  of  Beulah  Church, 

Simpson  Association  and  has  ac-  ramaT  GAN,  Israel  (EP)  —  Tlv 
cepted  the  pastorate  of  Immanuel  ygg  qj  national  soccer  stadium  ii 
Church,  Fort  Smith,  Ark.  Ramat  Gan  on  the  Sabbath  would  b< 


Stewart 
March  23,  1986 


The  Eddie  Graves  Crusader  Chapter  and  the  Van  Williams  Pioneer  Chapter  of 
First  Church,  Ripley  held  a  jog-a-thon  for  home  missions,  March  8,  at  Tippah  Lake. 

The  teams  jogged  a  total  of  166  miles  and  collected  pledges  and  donations  total¬ 
ing  $1,009. 

Kenny  James  is  director  of  Baptist  Men  and  John  Britt  is  RA  director.  Jack  B.  Ben¬ 
nett  is  pastor. 


Oh,  what  a  tangled  web  we  weave, 
when  first  we  drop  a  bunch  of  clothes 
hangers.  —  (Margaret  Brucker) 


Milton  Wheeler,  dean  of  arts  and  LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  —  Badgett 
sciences  at  William  (}arey  College,  Dillard,  executive  vice  president  of 
has  been  elected  president  of  the  Southern  Seminary,  died  March  29 
Mississippi  C^ouncil  of  dkiU^es  of  Arts  here,  following  a  battle  with  cancer, 
and  Sciences.  He  was  57.  Dillard  was  on  Southern 

The  Ida  Dockery  Owen  Library  of  Seminary’s  administrative  staff  for 
Yellowstone  Baptist  College  was  three  decades.  He  was 

dedicated,  March  27,  in  a  special  named  director  of  publicity  in  1953. 
dedication  service.  The  books.  He  held  four  other  seminary  posts 
cassette  tapes,  periodicals  and  before  he  was  named  vice  president 
reference  materials  are  available  to  tor  business  affairs  in  1972.  In  1982  the 
students,  faculty,  and  staff.  executive  vice  president  title  was  add- 

W.  J.  “Dub”  Hughes,  a  Mississip-  ed  to  his  business  responsibilities, 
pian,  presented  Mrs.  Ida  Dockery  Bob  L.  Watkins,  pastor  of  Dumas 
Owen,  and  told  how  she  came  to  be  a  Church,  Dumas,  recently  received  the 
volunteer  in  the  library,  givii^  her  ex-  doctor  <rf  divinity  degree  frwn  The  In- 
pertise,  talents  and  time  at  ternational  Bible  Institute  and 
Yellowstone  College.  Seminary,  Jacksonville,  Fla.  He  ob- 

CXirtis  R.  Ellis,  a  former  president  tained  the  associate  of  arts  degree 
of  Yellowstone  College,  now  serving  as  from  Southern  Baptist  College,  the 
director  of  area  missions  for  lYiangle  bacbelw  of  arts  degree  from  Blue 
and  Hi-Line'Assodations  in  Montana,  Mountain  College,  and  the  master  of 
gave  the  dedication  address.  Ellis  had  Bible  theology  degree  from  Intema- 
been  Mrs.  Owenk  pastor  several  years  tional  Bible  Institute  and  Seminary, 
ago  in  Mississippi.  His  former  pastor,  R^  Stinson,  pastor 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  -  Badgett  I 

DiU.rd.execuUve^vice  president  of  pr^t^  him  wite  his  doctoral 

Southern  Seminary,  died^rch  29  ‘***^ ‘^  * 
here.  foUowina  a  battle  with  cancer.  •^rvice.  The  church  honored 

He  was  57.  Mlaid^^Iw  M^them  ^ 

seminary’s  administraUve  sUff  for  presented  him  with  a  book 

more  than  three  decades.  He  was 
Ganaisoa  Charch,  Gunnison:  named  director  of  publicity  in  1963.  DELAND,  Fla.  (BP)  —  Stetson 
homecoming,  130th  anniversary;  May  He  held  four  other  seminary  posts  University  trustees  have  named  Ehc- 
25;  fellowship,  9:30  a.m.;  worship,  before  he  was  named  vice  president  ecutive  Vice  President  H.  Douglas 
11-12  neon;  dinner  on  ground;  after-  of  the  business  affairs  in  1972.  In  1962  Lee  |M%sident-elect  of  the  university, 
noon  service,  1:30;  Leo  W.  Timms,  the  executive  vice  president  title  was  He  will  succeed  President  Pope  A. 
pastor.  added  to  his  business  responsibilities.  Duncan,  65,  June  1,  1987. 


GALILEE  RETREAT 


Specializing  in  spiritual  emphasis  the 
Galilee. Retreat  is  the  premier  Christian 
Retreat  on  the  Gull  Co^. 

Located  in  Panama  City  Beach,  directly 
on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  the  Galilee  provides, 
lor  all  your  needs  including  3  great  meals 
a  day  and  all  your  linens  and  towels  lor  your 
comfort. 

For  information  &  resenrations  call  or 
write: 

GALILEE  KTREAT 

177M  a.  «.  suy  N 
nsaua  CUy  SmsI,  n  ttssz 
(SM)  m-si8i  /  m  wm 


Achsnnan  Church,  Achumian  recently  held  a  GA  recognition  service  entitled  “Tell¬ 
ing  The  Good  News.” 

Pictured,  left  to  right,  first  row,  are  Aimee  Lucas,  Crystal  Cartwright,  Autumn  Brooks, 
Merry  Oswalt,  Patrice  Fulgham,  arid  Kristi  McLeon.  Secorid  row.  Penny  Wood,  Amy 
Adams.  Ckirlney  Thomas,  Kristin  Oswalt.  Dawn  Murphy,  Renee’  Hunt,  and  Penny  Stacy. 
Third  row,  Dana  Wood.  Bridged  King  and  Sherrie  Jenkins.  The  leaders  are  Rose  Hunt, 
Roxanne  Adams  and  Pat  Fulgham.  < 


uuocmS^  BAPTISTRIES 

HEATERS.  PUMPS 

factory  direct 

^*»U/TOtL  FREE  l-SOO-SS 1-0679 
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Aubrey  Jones,  pastor  of  Pine  Grove 
Church,  Clarke  Chunty,  suffered  a 
heart  attack  at  church  Sunday  night, 
April  6,  and  was  taken  by  ambulance 
to  the  Anderson  Hospital  in  Meridian. 
On  April  8,  reported  Grady  Oowell, 
(Harke  direcUM'  of  missions,  he  was 
‘Stable,  free  of  pain,  and  vital  signs 
were  good.” 


Handbell  festivals 


Fourteen  handbell  choirs  form  11  churches  participaled  in  the  mass  had  three.  The  festival  was  held  at  First  Church,  Oxford.  The  clini-  in  1965  and  died  shortly  thereafter  of  a  heart  attack.  The  south  festival 
ringing  that  doeed  the  North  Festival  of  the  State  Handbell  Festivals  cian  was  Richard  Joiner  of  the  music  faculty  at  Mississippi  College.  wras  held  at  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly.  April  11  and  12.  The  dini- 

for  1986.  Churches  with  single  choirs  were  First,  Aberdeen;  Alta  The  judges  were  Doug  Pdk  at  Inglewood  Church,  Jackson,  lenn.,  dan  was  Cynthia  Dobrinski  of  University  United  Methodist  Church,  ‘ 

Woods,  Jackson;  First,  Madison;  First,  Marks;  First,  Oxford;  First,  artd  Jerry  Talley  of  Oak  Forest  Church,  Jackson.  The  1986  festivals  Fort  Worth,  1exas.  The  judges  were  J.  M.  Wood,  Broadmoor,  Jackson; 

Pascagoula;  First,  Pontdoc;  Harrisburg,  Tupelo;  and  First,  Horn  Lake.  were  held  in  memory  of  C.  Truitt  Roberts,  minister  of  music  at  First  Slater  Murphey,  Fdrview,  Cdumbus;  and  Jim  Stroud.  Trinity.  Lake 

In  addition,  Broadmoor,  Jackson,  had  two  chdrs;  artd  First,  Starkville,  Church,  Starkville,  who  uvas  one  of  the  diredors  of  the  mass  ringing  Charles,  La.  ~ 


‘It  Is  Weir  remains  favorite  ]  Forum  to  focus  on  heritage 


FX)RT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  —  “It  is  WeU  with  My  Soul”  remains  the . 
favorite  hymn  of  students  at  Southwestern  Seminary  here 
William  J.  Reynolds,  associate  professor  iA  church  music,  polled 
students  for  the  annual  favorite  hymn  day  in  chapel  March  26. 

Seminary  students,  many  of  whom  have  made  financial  and  career 
sacrifices  to  prepare  for  ministry,  have  chosen  this  hymn  of  commit¬ 
ment  “for  the  past  several  years,”  Reynolds  said.  The  hymn’s  words  were 
written  by  Horatio  Spafford  in  1873  after  his  family  drowned  at  sea. 

Students’  second  through  sixth  choices  this  year  were  “Victory  in 
Jesus,”  “Amazing  Grace,”  “Great  Is  Thy  Faithfulness,”  “When  I  Survey 
the  Wondrous  Ooss,”  and  “How  Great  Thou  Art.” 


ATLANTA  (BP)  -  “Baptist 
hallmarks”  is  expected  by  organizers 
to  capture  the  attention  of  some  7,500 
participants  attending  the  SBC 
Forum  June  9  in  Atlanta,  one  day 
prior  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  annual  meeting. 

“The  Hallmarks  of  Our  Baptist 
Heritage”  will  be  the  theme  fw  the 
meeting,  which  will  begin  at  1:15  p.m. 
in  The  Omni  in  downtown  Atlanta, 


said  (Tharles  Wade,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Arlington,  Ihxas,  and  chair¬ 
man  of  the  SBC  Fcrum  committee 

“At  a  time  when  all  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  are  looking  for  a  way  to  unity  and 
peace  in  our  convention,  the  Forum 
wants  to  sound  the  strong  notes  <A  our 
Baptist  heritage,”  Wade  said. 

“There  are  s<Hne  great  truths  that 
have  made  us  one  people  across  the 


Youth  music  festival  winners  announced 


Keyboard,  instrumental,  vocal  and 
conducting  work  comprised  the  State 
Four-Part  Youth  Music  Festival,  Feb. 
22  at  First  Church,  Vicksburg. 

The  festival,  sponsored  by  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Church  Music 
Department,  attracted  hundreds  of 
young  people  from  all  over  the  state. 

Keyboai^  work  was  separated  into 


two  components,  piano,  and  organ. 

The  judges’  trophy  recipient  for 
organ  work  was  Jeff  C.  (Tearman, 
Petal.  Judges’  trophy  recipients  for 
piano  were  Loma  Price  Williams, 
McCfomb;  and  Susan  Banes,  Chnton. 
Miss  Banes  has  received  this  honor 
for  three  years’  running.  Also  given 
for  piano  work  were  $200  scholarships 


Jeff  ClMiman,  Ratal,  was  judges' 
trophy  recipient  for  organ. 


Loma  Price  Williams,  McComb,  was  a 
judges'  trophy  winner  for  piano,  as  was 
Susitn  Banes.  Canton,  pictured  with 
Wendy  Prestridge  elsewhere. 


to  Miss  Banes  and  to  Wendy 
Prestridge,  Osyka.  Should  a  scholar¬ 
ship  winner  attend  a  Baptist  college 
in  ^  state,  the  money  will  be  match¬ 
ed.  The  judges  trophy  is  awarded  in 
keyboard  work  for  best  overall 
presentation. 

Instrumental  performers  receiving 
a  rating  of  superior  included  Jimmy 
Kirk,  Grenada;  Michelle  Perry, 
Grenada;  and  Mark  Russell,  Sumrall. 
And  Mark  Russell,  also  competing  in 
the  conducting  part,  rated  superior. 

And  in  the  vocal  part  of  the  festival, 
rating  superior  were  J.  R.  Walley, 
Ocean  Springs;  Dawn  Henderson, 
Sumrall,  Amy  Hudson,  Sumrall;  and 
Melissa  Knight,  EUisville 

Judges  for  the  festival  included 
John  Hanbery  (A  Mississippi  (foUege, 
who  rated  the  conducting  and  in¬ 
strumental  parts;  keyboard  judges 
were  Jennie  Lou  Breland  and  Jeff 
McLelland  of  C^arey;  G.  Eldward 
Ludlow  and  Terry  McRoberts  of  Blue 
Mountain;  and  Janet  Taylor  and 
Ralph  Thylor  (A  MC. 


Vocal  part  judges  were  Clark 
Adams  and  Nell  Adams  of  (Harke; 
Josephine  D’Arpa  and  Gene  Winters 
of  Ciarey;  James  Glass  and  John 
Hanbery  of  MC;  Denise  Riley  of  First 
(Thurch,  Pearl ;  Larry  Smith  of  USM ; 
Rita  Sweatt  <A  Broadmoor  Church, 
Jackson;  and  Melanie  Wakeland  of 
Oakdale  Church,  Brandon. 

Prior  to  the  Four  Part  Feikival,  a 
series  of  13  district  keyboard  festivals 
took  place  across  the  state  to  deter¬ 
mine  eligibility  in  the  four  part 
festival.  There  were  a  total  of  730  par¬ 
ticipants,  according  to  Dot  Ftay, 
MBCB  church  music  keyboard 
specialist,  who  coordinated  the 
district  festivals. 

There  were  272  Baptist  churches 
represented  and  another  102  non- 
Baptist  churches  participating.  The 
help  (leaders,  jud^,  recorders,  run¬ 
ners)  totaled  254  persons  and  there 
were60 10th-12th  graders  who  became 
eligible  to  participate  in  the  four-part 
festival. 


Scbolarthip  winnora  tor  piano  war* 
Wendy  Praatrldga.  Oayka;  and  Suaan 
Sanaa,  Canton. 


years,”  Wade  added.  “Among  those 
have  been  our  strong  commitment  to 
the  lordship  of  Jesus  Christ,  the 
authority  of  the  Scripture,  soul  com¬ 
petency,  mission  outreach,  evange¬ 
lism,  and  Christian  education. 

“The  Forum  will  give  many 
Southern  Baptists  a  place  to  hear 
those  unifying  themes  of  Baptist  life 
fervently  and  effectively  proclaimed,” 
he  said.  “We  hope  messengers  will 
take  in  the  Forum  as  spiritual 
preparation  for  a  great  coiwention.” 

(iene  Garrison,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Oklahoma  City,  will  be 
master  of  ceremonies.  Joe  Morrell, 
minister  of  music  at  Woodmont 
Church,  Nashville,  will  be  music 
leader. 

Speakers  and  their  topics  will  in¬ 
clude  Norman  (^vender,  layman 
from  daxton,  Ga.,  Baptists  and  Chris¬ 
tian  freedom;  (Carolyn  Weatherford, 
executive  director  of  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Union,  SBC,  Birmingham, 
Baptists  and  the  role  of  women;  Bill 
Sherman,  pastor  of  Woodmont 
Church,  Nashville,  Baptists  and  the 
doctrine  of  God. 

Also  Herbert  Reynolds,  president  of 
Baylor  University,  Waco,  ^ptists  and 
Christian  education,  Keith  Parks, 
president  of  the  SBC  Foreign  Mission 
Board,  Richmont^  Baptists  and  mis¬ 
sions;  and  James  Flamming,  pastor. 
First  Church,  Richmond,  The  People 
of  the  Book. 

Kenneth  Chafin,  professor  of  Chris¬ 
tian  preaching  at  S^thern  Seminary, 
Louisville,  is  program  chairman  for 
the  1986  Forum.  Henry  Crouch,  pastor. 
Providence  Church.  Charlotte,  N.C..  is 
finance  chairman,  and  Pete  Hill, 
pastor.  First  Church,  Vero  Beach. 
Fla.,  is  publicity  chairman. 

The  SBC  Fonun  was  initiated  in 
1984  when  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  met  in  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


Mark  RuaaaH.  Sumrall, 
Mipartor  In  oonducUng. 


ratod  >  Vbcal  participanto  raoaMng  aupartor  ratings  from  toft  ara  Maltsu  KnigM,  ENtovll't; 
J.  R.  Whitoy,  Ocean  Springe;  Ardy  Hudson,  Sumrall;  and  Dawn  Handarson,  SumrsN 


Uniform:  The  Holy  Spirit  and  Jesus’  birth 
Bible  Book:  The  coming  of  Ezra 
Life  and  Work:  Focusing  on  Christ 


Ills  1^1  1  t  n.  which  Mary  was  to  experiwjce,  the  and  character  of  Jesus,  reter  leam- 

angel  told  her  of  the  miracle  concep-  ed  this  truth  as  recorded  in  Matthew 
man.  Fhr  him  to  have  been  bom  tion  experienced  by  her  near  16:17.  Second  the  Hol^imt^c^ 

naturaUy  would  mean  he  would  be  kinsman,  Elisabeth.  Mary  did  not  to  worship  Jraus  as  the  Sw  of  G^. 

deprived  of  deity  and  would  not  have  doubt  the  message  by  the  angel  but  2:25-^, 

been  our  Savior  The  Holy  Spirit  caus-  was  given  this  news  as  a  confirmatiim  fills  Simeon,  is  also  andther  ei^ple 

b,^U  b  m^tsbe«»Udno<b.  terllS^^SSTlSsingaccorted  bK»r.nyo<h«»a,.H»  Hoi,  Spirit 

accorded  this  honor.  h,  both  of  them.  EliaabetiJlived  some  revealed  to  Si^  not  on,  ttoU^ 

.  a-  97  Hiiles  to  the  souUi  of  Marv.  Wtion  is  the  promised  Messiah,  but  the  true 

m!!d?h?a?rv^chSS^'G^  ^te^^Slerehadow”  by  the  power  of  she  arrived,  she  could  see  for  herself  mission  of  JesiB  as  M^hjhis 
made  Mary  “Hichest”  is  like  the  S^inah  the  truth  of  the  angel’s  announce-  mission  was  contrary  to  the  pq[^r 

honMelmjfl^a^)  Th^  glory  (Exodus  40:38)  where  the  cloud  ment.  When  Mary  arrived  at  her  Jewish  conMpt  of  the  Mf^iah. 

SB^talhepomtrandprHonccoI  destlnaUon  and  .»hit«l  Elisabeth,  the 
Uua  fari  that  «!he  would  be  the  mother  God.  Only  through  the  power  of  God  baby  in  Elisabeth’s  womb  leaped.  It  rewards  foi^uln^  to  him. 

young  was  the  virgin  birth  of  Jesus  possible  is  not  unusual  for  a  baby  to  leap  in  the  The  Holy  Spin^  mmisti^  m  th^ 
fw  hCT  Therefore,  the  virgin  birth  of  Jesus  womb  but  Elisabeth  was  fiUed  with  passages  is 

«  given  should  pose  no  problem  for  us.  If  God  the  Holy  Spirit  and  recognized  that 

Sing  could  form  man  from  the ‘dust  of  the  the  leap  of  her  chUd  was  because  of  ^ 
i;Ss.i-sii;inatuml.nK.n<yspacial  earth- in  ^ti«  A^m  and  thjn  the  imp^nce  of  the  Child  Mat,  was 
birth  of^us  made  it  necessary  for  create  Eve  from  the  nb  of  Adam,  why  carrying.  a  »  pk  The  reason  is  louna  m  jonn/.a. 

theHolvSnirittobetheagentforthe  should  the  vii^in  birth  seem  impossi-  Consider  these  unportant  truths  „  .  .  .  /-i-mi.- 

“^T^’JI^i'SuldS.h^.hmh  hlem^e^GmlcandoanythlnPhe  -^1^! 


By  Gus  Merritt  No  greater  honor  couia  ever  come  uj 

Luke  l:S-S6;  2;2i-4«  a  Jewish  mother  than  to  be  selected 

Focal  passage:  Luke  1:35-42;  2:25-32  by  God  to  be  the  mother  of  the 

Messiah.  Barrenness  was  the  most 

The  Holy  Spirit  or  Spirit  of  God,  as 
he  is  sometimes  referred  to,  was  par¬ 
ticularly  present  in  the  creative  acts 
described  in  the  Bible  He  was  there 
in  the  creation  as  described  in 
(;tonesis.  He  is  instrumental  in  the 
regenerative  process  of  the  believer,  sovereign  grace 
The  Holy  Spirit  is  the  principal  agent 
in  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  and  the 
future  resurrection  of  all  believers 
(Romans  8:U).  Then,  here  in  the 

virgin  birth  <rf  Jesus.  The  virgin  birth  woman,  Jesus  is  the  reastm 
of  Jesus  is  the  main  emidiasis  to  be  special  honor.  She  should  not  1 
covered  here  Later  lessons  will  deal  any  special  vener^ion  as 
with  some  of  the  other  works  <rf  the 
Holy  Spirit. 

The  greatest  expectation  of  every 
devout  Jewish  mother  was  that  she 


earthly  parents.  Jesus  is  both  God  and  wants  to  dol 


would  be  the  mother  of  the  Messiah. 


human  sin. 


25).  There  is  a  twofold  purpose  given 


II.  The  purpose  of  his  coming  (7:10, 


Other  passages  which  relate  to  the 


tians  a  “third  race"  He  was  right,  for 


As  believers.,  we  have  no  options — we 
must  act,  think,  speak  and  be  people 
of  higher  values  than  those  (rf  the 
world,  for  we  were  made  free  at  a 
terrible  cost. 

was  In  the  7()s  it  was  pi^Milar  to  talk  Spirit  in  us. 
about  situational  ethics  and  “living  by 

“I’d  buy  some  groceries  and  take  the  law  of  love.”  That’s  true  to  a  point,  I 
them  to  the  child  and  say,  ‘I  bought  but  we  must  also  live  by  moral  and  I 
these  for  you.  All  you  have  to  do  is  take  ethical  standards  udiich  go  beyond  our  I 

desires  or  the  letter  of  the  law.  We  ' 
must  see  pei^le  as  being  of  ultimate 
value  in  God’s  sight  and  behave  ac- 
cordingly.  Only  then  can  we  hope  to 
attain  the  kind  of  community  that 
Paul  talks  of  next. 

The  third  race  (v.  11) 

At  an  evangelistic  meeting,  one  of  fiQ 
the  first  to  step  forward  was  a  young  *''•  ® 
one  man  with  long  hair,  beard,  jeans,  t- 
shirt  and  no  shoes.  Raising  both  arms, 


Focusing  on  Christ 

Letting  go  of  the  past  (vs.  1-4)  how  t 
By  Peter  McLeod  In  these  verses,  Paul  reminds  the  poor, 

Colossians  3:1-U  Colossians  that  they  no  longer “live 

An  old  hymn  focuses  on  the  “sweet  there  anymore.”  Th^  have  a  nefw  ad- 
by-and-by,”  emphasizing  the  future  dress  and  must  adjust  their  living  to 
rather  than  the  present.  It  sounds  a  new  cultural  and  ethical  demand. 

good  but  it’s  out-of-step  with  today’s  They  have  been  “made  alive  again”  .  -  ,  •  •  .w,, 

world.  We  are,  for  the  most  part,  a  by  Christ  Jesus  and  that  commands  them— they’re  free  I  m  &vi^  win 
generation  of  people  who  are  more  in-  a  new  way  of  living  and  thinking.  to  you  because  I  love  you.  Anq  thro, 
terested  in  the  present  than  in  the  past  At  first  glance,  it  might  appear  that  he  continued,  “I’d  relate  that  to  s 
or  the  future  Wfe’re  tied  into  the  “now”  Paul  is  caUing  for  believers  to  follow  love  and  the  plan  <rf  salvation.” 

This  causes  strains  at  times,  even  a  "sweet  by-and-by”  lifestyle  lb  ful-  “You’d  be  wrong!”  said  the  jmx)- 
within  families.  A  college  student  was  ly  grasp  his  intent,  however,  we  must  lessor.  “You  should  talm  those 

having  a  terrible  row  with  his  mother  look  again  at  Col.  2:U-12,  where  he  groceries  to  the  child  and  say,  I 

because  he  had  rejected  the  family’s  describes  the  difference  between  bought  these  for  you  and  you  ^  tow 

viewpoint  on  a  faith-related  matter,  believer’s  baptism  and  ritual  circum-  them.  All  you  have  to  do  is  take  them. 

Finally  in  sheer  desperations  he  put  cision.  Paul’s  concept  of  “being  rais-  But,  if  you  do,  I  want  you  to  know 

his  anil  around  her  shoulders  and  ed  with  Christ,”  is  a  word  picture  of  thing-the  moment  you  ^  for  neace  with 

said, ‘Don’t  worry.  Mom.  Dire  Straits  what  happens  when  a  person  accepts  become  my  child.  You  go  where  I  teU  Save  the  ‘Vsi^fw^wwlh 
still  love  you*”  Oirist  as  Lord  and  then  demonstrates  you  to  go,  do  what  I  tell  you  to  do  and  one  hand  and  the  "om  way  sign  tor 

The  poOT  mother  had  no  idea  who  that  faith  through  believer  ’s  baptism,  be  what  I  want  you  to  be  I  paid  for  Christ  adth  the  other.  Ti^ 

Dire  Straits  might  be-and  that’s  the  He  has  “died”  to  his  (rfd  self  and  been  them  and  when  you  take  them,  you  droo^  untU  an  elderly  bl^ 

point  of  the  story.  Her  son  was  “resurrected”  to  a  new  way  of  Uving  belong  to  me’ That’s  salvation,  my  PW«d«  »*ei^“orwar^j«M^ 

mreting  life  (v^ther  rightly  or  in  Christ.  Because  of  this,  his  focus  friends,”  he  ended,  “and  thath  what  arms  under 

wron^)  from  a  whole new^rspec  has  been  changed.  He  lives  bi  the  ’**^to*5!*!*T^  « 

tive  and  that’s  exactly  what  the  apos-  world  but  from  a  whole  new  perspec-  hte  Son  and  demands  a  new  life  from  ^bol  what  ^id  is  sto^  h^ 
tie  Paul  is  advocating  in  this  week’s  tive  His  values  are  of  the  kingdom  us“^  >  w*  o-  i 

lesson-that  we,  as  beUevers,  must  and  not  of  the  world  and,  most  Impor-  “Hie  professor  was  right  and  Paul  Christ  is  al .  alL 

foci*  our  living  from  a  new  direction,  tant  of  all,  he  becomes  an  imitator  of  undeiscores  this  truth  in  these  verses.  An  early  idiurch  critic  called  Chns 


